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The Prospect For Peace 

By EUGENE V. DEBS. 

(Written lor the Scripps League, con- 
taining 117 newspapers, in answer to 
the request for an expression of opinion-, 
as to the prospect for pea^e.) 



THERE IS no doubt that the bel- ! 
ligerent nations of Europe are; 
all heartily sick of war and that j 
they would all welcome peace even if I 
they could not dictate all its terms, j 
But it should not be overlooked that j 
this frightful upheaval is but a i 
symptom of the international re- \ 
adjustment which the underlying', 
economic forces are bringing about,! 
as well as of the fundamental chan- ' 
ges which are being wrought in our t 
industrial and political institutions, j 
Still, every war must end and so 
must this. The destruction of both | 
life and property has been so appal- i 
ling during the eighteen months that : 
the war has i een waged that we may j 
well conclude that the fury of the j 
conflict is largely spent and that, | 
with bankruptcy and ruin such as the»j 
world never beheld staring them in 
the face, the iords of capitalist mis- | 
rule are about ready to sue for peace. 

* * * j 

FROM THE point of view of the j 
working class, the chief sufferers in : 
this as in every war, the most pro- 
mising indication of peace is the in- 
ternational conference recently held j 
in Zimmerwald, Switzerland, attended j 
by representatives of all European j 
neutral nations and some of the bel- j 
ligerent powers. This conference, | 
consisting wholly of representatives 
of the working class issued a ringing 
manifesto in favor of international 
re-orgnaization on a permanent and 
uncompromising anti-war basis and 
of putting forth all possible efforts 
to end the bloody conflict which for a 
year and a half has shocked Christen- 
dom and outraged the civilization of 
the world. 

The manifesto above referred to has 
been received with enthusiasm by the 
workers of all of the belligerent na- 
tions and the sentiment in favor of 
its acceptance and of the program of 
procedure it lays down is spreading 
rapidly in laoor circles in the nations 
at war as well as in those at peace. 

It would no doubt do much to clear 
the situation and expedite peace over- 
tures if a decisive battle were fought 
and the indications are that such a 
battle, or series of battles, will be 
fought between now and spring. But 
the opportune moment for pressing 
peace negotiations can be determined 
only by the logic of events and when 
this comes the people of the United 
States should be ready to help in 
every way in their power to termin- 
«t» tKie -uuholy massacre and bring 

peace to the world. 

« * * * 

AS TO the terms upon which peace 
is to be restored these will no doubt 
be determined mainly by the status 
of the several belligerent powers 
when the war is ended. A program of 
disarmament looking to the preven- 



WAIT AWHILE, MR. CONGRESSMAN. 

THERE IS an election this year, Mr. President, Mr. Congressman, Mr. Senator. 
Before you vote for building battleships and forts and equipping an army you had 
better find out what the people say about it. 

And find out what they REALLY want. Don't every party declare for preparedness and 
then call that a test. 

Let there be a place on every ballot, apart and above the partisan ticket, reading : "For 
a greatly increased army and navy — yes. Against a greatly increased army and navy— no." 

Only in this way can you find out what the people want. And you have no right to act 
on such an important matter without finding out. 

At the same time this question is submitted to the people you might have this related 
proposition voted on: "For government monopoly of munition making and army supplies- 
Yes and no." 

Are you willing to do this, Mr. Representative of the people? If you are not, do you 
deserve reelection? 

Wait awhile, Mr. Congressman. Call for instruction from your real bosses, and tell your 
old time bosses, the capitalists, to go to hell. 



Will You Tote Fair? 



By LINCOLN PHIFER. 



Suppose we workers agree to de- 
fend a country and a nation that are j 
not ours. 

Suppose we agree to arm ourselves ; 







I to keep it from 
I foreigners. 



being invaded by 



Tl 



j Suppose we are willing to mortgage 
' our children's lives to save the lives 
1 of our fellow men who are our op- 
I pressors. 

| Would you, in such a case, Mr. 
! Wilson, be aole to pledge us that you 
i and the capitalists would tote fair 
! with us ? 



Would you guarantee that our na- 
tion would not be invaded by foreign 



HAT IS the number of copies already ordered of the Special Two-Page 
Edition of The American Socialist containing the complete speech by 
our Comrade, Meyer London, in congress, exposing the world-crime of 
"preparedness", militarism and war. THAT IS GOOD WORK! 

But we want to do better. We know that the Socialists of the United 
States can do much better. 

Where did the biggest order up to the present time come from? We'll 
tell you. It came from Cicero, a suburb of Chicago. The Cicero comrades 
took 5,000 copies in their efforts to educate the 6,000 voters of their town. 
There is a municipal campaign just starting in Cicero and the distribution 
of this special edition was the opening gun. 

Comrade Henry J. Hartkop came right down to the office of The 
American Socialist and got the papers himself. 

It will be remembered that the wage slaves of Cicero toil in the great 



1 workers to take our jobs and foreign j plant of the General Electric Co., and that nearly 1,000 of these serfs of the 
j capitalists to take their dividends ? : great power trust lost their lives in the tragic Eastland disaster«last summer 



You Can Help How! 

WASHINGTON.— The Foreign Affairs Committee 
House of Representatives has begun to hear from the coun- j he w d "JciIimSd any authority for the 
try on Meyer London's peace resolution. Letters and petitions i notion that our country could be in- 
urging the Committee to favorably report this resolution, af ter j ^ e Th n ^*VE*£ ^Sy 
the public hearing to be given it on February 24, are arriving : for defense. At least none larger than 
from all directions. While the Socialists have been slow in starting j we now have - 
their campaign of publicity for the proposal that a congress of i , But what of the navy? This would 
neutral nations, be summoned to try to mediate the war, th^ 0 ^J^^^^ 



multiplying by leaps und bounds until 
nothing less than a million and si 
quarter men will ease the hearts of 
the timid souls who think this country 
could always whip any under the sun. 

And to put the finishing touches 
upon our condition of doubtfulness in 
I the whole matter, President Wilson 
of the nas been speaking his mind. 

What he has said is enough. First, 



in the Chicago River. Our comrades intend to capture both Cicero and the 
who ! power trust and then the workers will not be compelled to use an old hulk of 
o on their pleasure trips. Life will then be a thing of value, 



demonstration thus far made is most encouraging. By the day of j how soon that" danger is "to arise 
the hearing the Committee should be buried under thousands of] The President says we are in im- 

letters calling for action on London's measure. j minent danger. Neither he, so he says, 

Arrangements for the hearing are being completed, Not only j nor anyone else can tell what the 

ii.. c!„i„i:^ t> — vr„+.;^„i tp v „„„4.;,.„ n — u„ ™ i hour may bring forth. Any moment 



Would you assure the men 
would do the fighting that after the j a boat when they 

war was over they would have jobs I so valuable that the nation will even think twice before plunging into war, 
and their children never lack for op- j and then decide to remain at peace. 

portunity ? j Our report this week on the activity in distributing this great two-page 

~ : — 7 . , ,. , : issue of The American Socialist is as follows: 

Would you begin lair aealing by | i , — . 

giving the women of the nation who » these take two thousand. « It . g the hot gtuff », writM comrade E. S. 

would have to bear SO many burdens ! Two orders for 2,000 each come from Com- Whitmer, of Indiana Harbor, Ind., as he 
Wnulrl vnn i ra «* e Fre d D - Voitrt, corresponding-recording | orders 100 copies of the two-page edition. 
,,uum y j secretary of the East Oakland, Cai.. local, 1 
i and from Joseoh Baran, Akron, Ohio. 



the right to the ballot? 
begin by ending child labor? 



Since the workers must risk and j 



OUR ONE THOUSAND ORDERS, 
i f. V or « ers «bk aim , The ori|ers for , 0fl9 copies , re especUUy 

often lose their lives, WOUld you, Mr. welcome. We received ;hcm this week from 
Wilson, conscript the railroads, the E. Sif. Minneapolis, Minn.; Sampson J. Ma 

mills and factories and make the cap- | 
italists bear their share? i 



son, Utica, N. Y. ; William Baer, Ferndalc, 
Wash., who writc"3, "You comrades in the 
East will be surprised over the wild nnd 

| wooly west's election returns this fall"; 

It is not fair that the Workers Robert Sertoli, Vineland, N. J. ; R. A. »-Mnes, 
qVinnlH risk all and eet nothing and ! Springfield, Mo.; Dr. Edward O. Foss, Muske- 
lu U anQ \ ,j • , Tljon, Mich.: Dr. M. V. Ball. Warren, Pa.; 

that the capitalists Should risk noth- j F> M- tfalzahn, Bemidji, Minn.; Thomas 
ing and get all. Let US begin by end- 1 Marshall, literature r.gent of the Cuyahoga 

1 Falls, Ohio, local, and Thomas Bickle, Par- 
sons, Pa. 

COMES BACK FOR MORE. 
Comrade J. H. Williams, of Fowler, Colo., 
has come back for another bundle of the 
two-page edition. He writes: "The bundle of 
The American Socialists to hand, nil O. K., 
and were placed at once and to splendid ef- 
fect, and much gratification for myself. Sold 
half of them at five cents per copy nnd 
wished for 100 more. Oh! Comrades! I'm ro 



ing profits to anybody from prepara- 
tion and war. ! 



Would congress make it a law that 
every congressman who votes for pre- 
paredness must enlist as a private in 

will the Socialist Party National Executive Committee be re- \ =S EnXhSd tl^U^X^T^^. 

presented, in the person of Morris Hillquit of New York and James ! bring us to war. i „ T , , r i «. *i — • ~ — ™ - 

H. Maurer, of Pennsylvania, but the Central Federated Union of J Now, if that is the sort cf danger I evS^i^SVuwSi wnoVro* \\ ^2&l£F! Ma ' t0 d0 10 he,p forward 

New York City, together With other labor organizations, will have j the President is thinking about, then f or preparedness would be compelled I Comrade J. H. Deardorff, of York, Pa., 
spokesmen. The Anti-Preparedness League, the Woman's Peace " e needs , no .,I ar £ er na Y v - lt takes; to go to the front as a private in thei ° r *r* 2( ><> copies of the special tws-pago 
Party, the United Peace Societies, and the National Workman's ! y 0 e v ^ s to „^ ^^SuilSSf^eS 1 flr8t corps se nt out? T ote fair? l>K? T^^u^SSSi 9 '^' 

Committee on Jewish Rights, will also be heard in support of the i mon th or the month after that will \ Would congress make it a law that j SfTer dis^HbuUn^theT^pYcurUte. °o f f Thl 
resolution. The latter named body represents nearly 500,000 ; bring us warships that we could use ; so soon as any worker was required I American Socialist." 

organized Jewish workers, thruout the United States. i tomorrow or the day after. Ship- : to enlist, every stockholder in mun- 1 "it sure is «0. K.' and Comrade London 

The Socialists of the country can do their part by writing, ! ^f,^ not yet Sloped this . ition. works, ™J^» £ <^ er ^ j kSttLSE. 
NOW, to the Foreign Affairs Committee, House of Represents | B ut if danier lurks in everv moment i would forfeit his holdings to the na-'eS,. 260 eoptoB 

tives, Washington, D. C, asking that Committee to report fav-: 0 f today, and & it .grill require auction? Tote faiv^ i a, ink thM he hit t1w naH on the head 

orably the London resolution calling for a conference of neutral ; navy to defend us, then we should ; . , . ! and , u * ait p r .«"y bad - } do not think the ? 

■ - - - - have some idea as to which nation we ! Would congress provide an army in | wdi get over^t for ^ long tune. 

are to defend ourselves against. It accordance with the constitution, 
must be either England or Germany i which declares that the right of the 
notice that the time to write to this Committee is TODAY. > More likely Germany. But what as- : people to bear and HOLD arms shall 

Henrv I. Van Kol, chairman of the Socialist delegation in the, surance have we that, if we become 1 not be impaired? Would a gun and 

upper house of the Dutch Parliament, has cabled Comrade involved in trouble with Germany, the . twenty w™'}? l^T™ 1 ™ J™ s t 



"Meyer London seems to be proving him- 
self worthy of his calling", says Comrade 
H. G. Jones, of Harwood, Mo., as he orders 
100 copies. "His speech before congress I 
consider quite up-to-date and down to bed 
rock". 



the goods", writes Na 
rass Flat, Pa., as he 
of the special two-page 



nations which shall offer mediation, to the nations at war. 

The Socialist press can help the resolution by giving editorial 



London ; 

"We favor your resolution. 



Kaiser, simply to furnish news to the 
American presf, will send his fleet 
out of the Kiel Canal, past the British 
line, to meet our ships? 



But that 

will not be the only whack they will get on ■ 
the head to remember and think of for a i 
long time", says D. H. Ropp, of Grand ! 
Rapids, Mach., ns he orders 40 copies to pass 
out anions the heathen. ; 

Bert Newman, of Okeene, Okla.. orders ; 
100 copies to distribute among non-Socialists ; 
"and even some Socialists". 1 



SPIRIT OF SELF SACRIFICE. 
By WM. F. KRUSE. 
NATIONAL SECRETARY Y. P. 8. L. 

The spirit of self-sacrifice in devotion to 
the cause of progress is not dead. Those 
trusty old "war-horses" who fondly speak of 
it in terms nf the almost forgotten past 
should awaken to this fact. That old npirit «f 
service is reborn in the heart of Youth: 'n 
the ntaunch, virile, young comrades of today. 

An apt illustration of this, and one only a 
few days old, 'nas found when almost a score 
of members of the Chicago Young People's 
Socialist Leagues answered The American 
Socialist's call for help. It was not sin 
heroic task they were offered, no, n common 
ordinary job— stuffing, folding, stamping and 
addressing all thru an entire holiday after- 
noon— eo that our last great circularization 
might be accomplished. But it was work for 
the cause, their own great cause, nnd that 
lent enough inspiration to their labor. 

When those thousands of letters are re- 
ceived by our locals and our hustlers they 
should be carefully considered. They are not 
merely form letters scattered broadcast over 
I the land — no, they represent a labor of love, 
! love for a cause deeply planted in the hearts 
! of the Y. P. S. L. members. 
| They have done their share, will yon. do 
] yours? They have made the sending of the 
. letters possible^ now will yon do your bit to 

turn in.,the results? 
' The letters told of the plan of The Ameri- 
can Socialist to "START THE 1916 CAM- 
; PAIGN NOW" by distributing the special 
1 two-page edition containing Meyer London's 
' complete speech in congress against militar- 
[ ism. It also urged the building up of OUR 
i PAPER for the great struggle this year. 



THE KAISER refuses to (rive us I 



a pro- 1 bined neutral governments would bring the war to a speedy close. I people to become excited over the fear 
prove I HELP CIRCULATE THE PETITION AT THE BOTTOM OF | S . We would have" to^biTolf whi? 



, - , , , .^v, ... Already discussed by Dutch So- 

would 0 seem n t°o be suggest'^ l^y 0 th' i ^lists in Parliament. Please cable results of your endeavor." 
present heart-breaking situation but: Other messages from the Continent are anticipated, if the 

as experience has demonstrated that j British censorship shall not prevent their transmission. It is 

capitalist nations ; have no honor and i understood that the German Socialist minority, if not the : any "such assurance 
"SaP of Taper" i^thSrmadrivaU-y ' majority, shares the view that the offer of mediation by the com- j Indeed it is pretty hard for normal 
for conquest and plunder, such 
gram, even if adopted, might 
abortive and barren of results. 

The matter of the conquered pi'o- 
vinces will no aoubt figure largely in 
the peace negotiations and the only 
way tto settle that in accordance with 
the higher principles of civilized na- 
tions is to allow the people of each 
province in dispute to decide for 
themselves by popular vote what na- 
tion they desire to be annexed to. or 
to remain, if they prefer, independent 
sovereignties. 

Permanent peace, however; peace 



sued to everv citizen TO BE KEPT 

IN HIS HOME? <<T tt t t t e , . . . 

I want to put a few of my farmer friends ; 

Tf fowi+nli«to TvmilH Vip nf raid ! readin * whal our Socialist congressman is; 

„ l \ the capitalists WOUia De aiiaiCl doing „ t , ays Comrade Otto Johnson. of 

Of this kind Of an army, the Workers Nickerson, Neb., a farmer tenant. "Who ! 



BIG GARMENT STRIKE. 
By William M. Feigenbaum. 
(By Telegraph.) 

. .-, „ .„ -. . . . . . New York City.— Sixty-five thous- 

have a right to be afraid of any other >. will expect to own a piece of land when the , , __ rnt|lr , r wo ,.v prs ou t in trreate' t 
kind. If the capitalists object to this i Soctaiuuwt control of our government but | and garment woi Kers out m greater 



kind of an army the workers have a 
right to object to any other kind 
Tote fair. 



Comrade J. F. Gau, 
orders 300 copies for 
among Henry Dubbs". 



of Melrose, Minn., 
"general distribution 



THIS PAGE URGING FAVORABLE ACTION ON LONDON'S 
PEACE MEASURE. 



Our Courageous Alarmists 
T 



paration, is not a fair sizeJ fraction 
of what they now need. 

Thus wo are asked to go in for a 
navy big enough to meet the sea 
forces of all other nations. That is 



, . - . John J. Ritter is on old veteran at the 

If workers refrain from going tO i Soldier's Home, in Tennessee. He writes, "I 
^-.~„+;„„ • • ] a warring country and thus creating .got hold of the Meyer London issue of your 

tSZ m f ^r^'^ oompH^U, and if ™kev S retain | = „ 'I^ kt°^f*!bk*lsm 

We cannot >e C xpe=ted to ,o Vinto ' >™ *J?P-« ™ n^Sl ! ""' T™", . , 

I wish to make every Socialist voter in 
Wichita, Kans., a reader of The American 
Socialist", writes Comrade John Erickson as 
he orders 500 of the two-page edition. 



the street dressed in clothes that ore- rm « nations ' thus creatin « national 



pare us tor eirer summer or winter 
weather. 

Then we should have soraj hint ns 
to the cause for such dange;-. It might 
be we could avoid it. Otherwise we 



based upon social justice, will never j their convictions. They do not hesitate 
prevail until nat'onal industrial i to tell us they are scared, 
despotism has been supplanted by in- 1 Nor. do they neglect to inform us 
ternational industrial democracy. The j how badly they are fngthened. 
end of profit and plunder among na- j Especially since they are becoming 
tions will also mean the end of war j more frightened right along. What 
and the dawning of the era of "Peace ! they asked for a few months ago, in 
on Earth and Good Will among Men". ; the way of military and naval pre- 



By JOSEPH E. COHEN. 

HE MEN who are scared to | fairly large order, and would make it , have to spent our time trying '.o 
death over a possible war for j appear that some American jingoes j puzzle ouc these things, instead ot 
America have the courage of J might as well allow themselves to be stirring ourselves up to such action as 



enmities, will congress see that cap- 
italists do the same? Tote fair. 

Will congress and the president be j Charles E. Robinson orders 500 copies 
as jealous Of the honor that rises j which he thinks sufficient to cover the entire 

above fisticuffs as they are of the!^ wn , of Lehi « Ut » n - A « y° u covering your 

false "honor" of private quarrels f or | ' 

profits in which the people do. not ; G £*yg & ^"m an old 



scared to death right now instead of 
asking for protection enough to 
guarantee a war to the death of the 
whole nation later on. But what of 
that? 



will make us prepared. 

As it is, about the only people who 
seem to be awake to the siza nnd cer- 
tainty of the danger n.rc some iadies 



participate 
Tote fair. 



except in the bleeding 



THEN AGAIN, the numbers 



make our standing army have been 



Will the president be "afraid of the 

^ shame" of an exploited, working class, 

of our upperclasses. Thev "are" already j of the shame of child labor, of the 
volunteering their homes as military < shame of unemployment, of the shame 
to , headquarters and hospitals. It is i of warfare and big armament, as he 



CUT OUT THE PETITION BELOW AND PASTE IT ON RULED SHEETS OF PAPER. WHEN YOU HAVE FILLED IT OUT 
SEND IT TO THE FOREIGN AFFAIRS COMMITTEE, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, WASHINGTON, D. C. 



We Want Congress To Adopt Rep. Meyer 
London's Plan To End T he War In Europe 

LONDON'S RESOLUTION BEFORE BOTH HOUSES OF CONGRESS IS AS FOLLOWS: 



Whereas, the people of the United States, while 
neutral, cannot be indifferent to the fratricidal con- 
flict which iv devastating Europe; and 

Whereas ; the longer the war is continued the more 
does the code of physical force replace every other 
code of human conduct; and 

Whereas, the war has brought about a state of 
fear in the minds of millions of American people, 
which menaces the normal development of this nation, 
and beclouds the real issues which confront our 
generation by the artificial issue of "Preparedness" 
against an unvisible and unnamable enemy; 

Whereas, a declaration by the national legislature 
of the greatest neutral nation in the world in favor 
of an immediate conference of neutral nations will 
strengthen the hand of the President of the United 
States in his efforts for international peace; now, 
therefore, be it 

Resolved, by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled that the President of the United States be 
and he is norebv called upon to convene a congress 



of neutral nations, which shall offer mediation to the 
bebigerents, and, which shall sit in continuous sessio.n 
until the termination of the war; and 

Be it further resolved, that it is the judgment of 
the Senate and House of Representatives that a 
durable peace can be established if the following 
principles shall be made the basis of discussion in 
said congress of neutral nations: 

First — Evacuation of invaded territory. 

Second — Liberation of oppressed nationalities. 

Third — Plebiscite by the populations of Alsace- 
Lorraine, Finland and Polanu us to their allegiance 
or independence. 

Fourth — Removal of the political and civic . dis- 
abilities of the Jewish people, wherever such dis- 
abilities exist. 

Fifth — Freedom of the seas. 

Sixth — Gradual concerted disarmament. 

Seventh — Establishment of an international court 
of arbitration, with the commercial boycott as a 
means of punishment for disobedience. 




doubtful, however, if they could be 
put to such uso successfully, since our 
enemy could easily r.cquaivtt himself 
with the approach and location of 
such homes by visiting the popular 
moving pictui e plays where such 
homes are shown. 

The ladies are also learning how to 
give first aid lo the injured, and we 
have no doubt they will put their 
private yachts at the disposal of the 
wounded, and ,v-:ive them their yersonal 
attention. The ladies are learning 
quickly how to do away with some -if 
the horror of war and it may be. 'f 
our statesmen are farseeing enough vo 
keep this nation out of trouble "or a 
few weeks longer. I he caiv of the 
wounded will have been ei-.vated to 
such a fine art that it will be a distinct 
pleasure for ;i workingma 1 -, to fight 
and fall for his country instead of 
dropping in some industrial accident. 



says he is of the 
called a coward? 



shame of 
Tote fair. 



being 



Brees, of 
old man, 

hut I love to see the cause of Socialism grow. 
So please send me 40 cents worth nf the 
special two-page edition, which I will try 
and place in the hands of the discontented". 

Comrade J. H. Eggleston, of Lewisville, 
Tex., orders 200 copies and writes, "We are 
giving the jingoes a sandy foundation to 
stand on down here. Comrades, fire the 
letters and petitions to your congressmen 
and senators, as we are doing, against pre- 
paredness". 



strike needle industry has known. 
Twenty thousand employed in asso- 
ciation shops won substantial con- 
cessions without strike. Sixty-five 
thousand now out to enforce identical 
conditions in shops not members of 
association of manufacturers. Result 
not in doubt. Solidarity greatest ever 
known, association workers freely 
going out for benefit of workers in 
independent shops. Union will be 
greatly strengthened and conditions 
improved as result. 

Strike prepared for months; board 
of arbitration, Brandeis chairman, 
considering data prepared by union's 
statistical bureau. Morris Hillquit 
made great fight and won for union. 
No disorder, altho police seem to be 
preparing to stir up strife. Scores of 
meetings held daily, addressed main- 
ly by socialists. Altogether, greatest 
exhibition working class solidarity 
New York has known, Italians, Jews 
and other? fighting shoulder to 
shoulder. Story follows. 



Will the president be as much! 
afraid of the "inadequacy" of a system \ 
that fails to provide work for all. that ; 
produces the slum, that has made the ! 
workers renters and tramps, as he is j 
of the inadequacy of a big stick? 
Tote fair. | 



Will the president be so "afraid 
he will not express the true character 
of America'' that he will submit all 
questions of vast moment to the vote 
of the people to decide them? That 
is the only way to find out what the 
people really want. Tote fair. 



There are five bars to free and open 
commerce — the strait of Dover, the 
strait of Gibraltar, the strait of Ja- 
pan, the Suez canal and Panama 
canal. Most wars now are over them. 
* * * * ! win the ^resident offer Panama to 

CONSIDERING how much these ; the world, pledged to be open to all 
ladies of the upper classes are doing ! peoples always, if the other keys to 
for our beloved country, at ••or.sider- commerce are so opened, all nations 



able loss of time which might be spent 
in social functions, it is to be hoped 
that if war does come they will be as 
fav from the scene of battle as their 
class has always been. It fhould be 
enough that thoy prepare us to fight 
and will be patiently wait in;?- in their 
homes to receive the wcur.dcd. And 
we shall be under obligation, as 
patriots, to see to it that have the 
care they are ready to bestow upon 
us. This we shall be able co do only 



to have an interest in all and to see 
that they are ever open and unforti- 
fied ? 



Let us know if the master class is j 
to risk nothing and pain all and the j 
working class to risk all and gain 1 
nothing. Let us kick out the hogs that | 
are holding up our nation and all na- i 
tions. Let us get rid of the causes 1 
of war. Let us tote fair. Let us be 
sensible and really honest with our- j 
as we keep the battlefield as far away! selves and with others. ; 
from their homes as possible. i 



But — we may be at war «r.y hour, 
as the President says. The reader will 
therefore have to judge fo" himself 
whether this article appears as it was 
written, a few hours ago, or whether 
much of it has been removed by the 
war censor. 



Socialist members of the Italian 

parliament are holding a conference 
at Bologna with a view to promoting 
the holding of an international Social- 
ist conference at Berne, Switzer- 
land. Dutch Socialists are bending 
their energies in the same direction. 
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CAPITALISTS FEAR THESE FACTS ABOUT WHITE SLAVERY 



Servile Flute Press Has Sup- 
pressed Startling Findings Of 
Illinois Vice Commission That 
Show Poverty Real Cause Off 
Prostitution. — War Against 
Low Wages Starts. 

THERE ARE two forms of slavery existing in the United States, and 
thruout the world, today. One of these is wage slavery. The other is 
white slavery. Both spring out of the profit system. 
The underlying causes of wage slavery and the way to abolish it were 
ably pointed out in the report of the United States Commission on Industrial 
Relations. The publication of this report was the most staggering blow 
directed at the capitalist system in many a year. 

Another report has just been issued — an excellent supplement to the 
report of the industrial relations commission. This is the report of the 
Illinois Vice Commission on its investigation of white slaverv. 

* * * * 

ALTHO THERE were four Socialists in the Illinois legislature when 
this commission was appointed, not one of them was put on this commission. 
Yet the election of Socialists to the Illinois legislature may have had some- 
thing- to do with the findings of this commission. 

Where , previous commissions had sought to white wash the system of 
white slavery, just as other commissions had refused to investigate the real 
causes of wage slavery, this Illinois Vice Commission boldly declared, "That 
poverty is the principal cause, direct and indirect, of prostitution". It pointed 
out in no uncertain terms that it is only the underpaid daughters of the 
working class who are the victims of the white slavers, the recruiting agents 
of the underworld. 

THE CAPITALIST press ignored the report when it was issued. At 
the bidding of Chicago's powerful business interests, this capitalist press had 
previously fought the investigations conducted by this commission, denouncing 
it and trying to create a prejudice against it. But all without avail. Because 
the facts brought out in this report should be known to every worker in the 
land and because they have been deliberately suppressed by the subservient 
plute press, The American Socialist is this week giving an unusual amount 
of space to this report. 

It is hoped, that the reading of this report will make better revolutionists, 
more able to fight the causes that result in wage slavery and white slavery; 
so that both these forms of slavery, with the capitalist, profit-making system 
may be abolished at the earliest possible moment. The findings of the 
Illinois Vice Commission read as follows: 
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MSOFTIffEEK 



Here 



all (he week's news 

whiV boiled doxvn for workers so busy ( 

fiarhtinir for Sociali«m they do not have ) 

time to read the daily capitalist papers. I 



OTHER CONCLUSIONS QUIBBLES 
(1) THAT poverty is the 
principal cause, direct and in- 
direct, of prostitution. 

To avoid this conclusion, is to 
quibble. Not to recognize it, is to 
approach, blinded, the problem of the 
ages. However distasteful we may 
feel the admission that woman''; 
virtue, worshipped by man as ."an 
attribute of divinity, is in iea4$y a 
human quality, subject to Human 
stresses, we must begin with lhat 
premise, or immediately fall into 
scientific error. r " r 

If the Twentieth century is to offer 
| solution to this, as the Nineteenth 
j century gave solution to plagues of 
; contagious diseases; superstition and 
prejudice, consideration for,.,, the 
niceties of persons who would be in- 
formed only what they wish things 
to be, and a habit of slipping by 
causes and dealing with effects must 
: . g've way in the treatment of prosti- 
} tution as previously they did in the 

u < i treatment of yellow fever and diph- 
worth ; , t j leriai 




Strangely, there has been no dis- 
agreement in fact among the many 
individuals and commissions that 
have made study of the problem. 
There has been much disagreement 
in language, in the degree of direct- 
ness, in the manner of presentment; 
much effort to cover up, to soften, 

to explain and to apologize; as tho 

bigger * 'Mare" Island i it were excessively improper bluntly 
] to confess our civilization responsible 
j for prostitution for mere failure to 
! remove poverty. 

I Yet, whether encased in mass of 
argument of effects that are twisted 



MONDAY, FEBRUARY 7. 

Pres. Wilson agrees to use of name in Ohio 
presidential primaries. 

Speaker Clark, dera., and Rep. Mann, rep., 
join forces in house of representatives and 
pass two "preparedness" measures; for more 
Annapolis cadets and 
Navy yard. 

Three more killed in DuPont Powder Plant 
explosion. 

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 8. 
British liner Oritsa, bound from Chilean 
ports for Liverpool, reported taken by Ger- 

m w.. c Kon%cpom- declare United state. \ { rom lo ^al arrangement to "be 

and Germany 

agreement on ►eitkment of controversy over \ 
• inking of the Lusitania. 

Senate committee on naval affairs declares j 
in favor of spending $11,000,000 for govern- 
ment armor plate )>lant. 

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 9. j 

British miners' conference at Lancaster 1 
adepts resolution expressing "opposition to \ 
tk<- spirit of conscripiion". I 

Strike of 40,000 needle workers starts In I 
New York City. 

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 10. 

William Loritncr, Chicago's discredited j 
"beef trust" senator, plans to run for old 
job. [ 

Dock laborers at Melbourne, Australia, re- ! 
(use to handle flour for export shipment un- ' 
til the local :orii:e of bread is reduced. | 

Secretary of War Lindley M. Garrison re- j 
siens from Pres. Wilson's cabinet. Assistant 
Spcretary of War Breckinridge goes with 
him. Result of switch by president from na- j 
lional citizen soldiery to federalized national j 
guard. 

Report Luchow, in southern part of Sze- 
Chuen province, China, captured by Yunnan ; 
revolutionists. 

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 1! 



ha\ c now reached complete ' placed in priority to the cause, or 

presented with abashment and half- 
heartedly, or given directly and 
frankly, the conclusions of all are 
alike. • 

One blames Man, not economics; 
but forthwith must admit that Man 
is only the market, and not necessari- 
ly the reason why Woman comes to 
the market. 

One blames bad housing, question- 
able dance halls, lack of education, 
of religious instruction, of ideals and 
so on down the long line of unfortun- 
ate and deplorable conditions; and, 
on analysis, they are traced back one 
by one, brandies of the tree of 
poverty. 

GIRLS WHO WORK, VICTIMJ3. 

ALWAYS PERHAPS a percentage 
of women, as of men, will err; always 
the rule of moral rectitude will be 

Great anxiety in Washington as Teutonic P r OVed with its exceptions in moral 
powers announce they will resume submarine, lanses; .but tll.'S is not COmpi'ehended 

within the definition of prostitution, 
which is to en- "for hire," to sin in 
return for money or other material 
benefit. While your committee is of 
opinion that in general the remedies 
for prostitution are likewise the 
temedies for immorality, it respect- 
fully cautions the reader against a 
careless confounding of the act of 
selling oneself, which is prostitution, 
end the act of giving oneself without 
pay; it is with the former act only 
that this report deals. 

Thruout this inquiry, as with 
every other inquiry of public or pri- 
vate undertaking that has come to 
our attention, one fact has stood 



warfare. 

Child leads federal secret service men to 
Tiding place in Chicago cf half million dol- 
lars' worth of revenue stamps stolen in St. 
Panl, Minn. 

Chicago police search for German cook as 
arsenic is round in roup that [joisoncd 100 
at banquet to Archbishop Mundelein. 



SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 12. ' 

1 ry to lind anarchist to blame for poison- 
ing nf guests at banquet to Chicago arch- 
bishop. 

Ttv>nty-six bodies taken from coal mine 
at Indiana, Pa.; miners buried under mass 
of earth and coal blown down by crplosion. 

Report strike has been called on con- 
struction work of government owned railroad 
in Alaska. 

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 13. 
U. S. senate committee on foreign nffairs 
reports it has documents showing Germany 



sought foothold in South America and West forth distinctly, altho in Some reports 

ln £ ies ' I* * • i ri. ,110 prominence is accorded it. nor 

! rench fear cruiser Amiral Charner has i -■ ., ^ 1Iur 

been sunk by German submarine. Graham- nas lL tne O'ST-lty Of Commentary. 



White, British airmail, injured. 



It is the all-significant fact that the 
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toll of many thousands of girls an- 
nually fed to commercialized vice is 
entirely exacted from the very poor- 
est groups. Seventy per cent of the 
mothers of girls at the Geneva home, 
who were in employment, were either 
washwomen or scrubwomen, "which 
means hard work with low earnings/ 
(Sophonisba P. Breckinridge in "The 
Delinquent Child and the Home.") 
Slightly under 70 per cent of tht 
delinquent girls brought into tho 
Juvenile Court of Cook .county wer» 
from families iiot supported by tho 
fathers, where the mother had bo- 
come the wage-earner, and the con- 
ditions of poverty were extreme 
Twenty-one per cent were from vers 
poor families, where "the father was 
able to bear the burden of support 
but there was a hard struggle wnil# 
the children were small, to make both 
ends meet." (Same authority.) This 
committee was unable to learn of a 
single prostitute, in any city in I!* 
linois visited or in which its invests 
gators operated, who had come from 
a home of even modest prosperity. 
Women do not seek lives of prostitu- 
tion, except under economic pressure, 
or economic expediency, or under the 
handicap of moral and mental defects 
resulting from previous family 
economic conditions. 

This, your committee respectfully 
submits, is the fundamental, the first 
truth to be accepted in the diagnosis 
and intelligent treatment of the social 
disease of prostitution. 

* * * * 

HOPELESS STRUGGLE. 
(2) THAT thousands of girls 
are driven into prostitution be- 
cause of the sheer inability to 
keep body and soul together on 
the low wages received by them. 

By the testimony of the girl 
victims, in one unbroken narrative of 
hopeless struggle; by the reports of 
their private conversation from ex- 
perienced investigators; by the ob- 
servations and judgments of social 
workers whose integrity has never 
been questioned; and, over and above 
all. by the figures of what the girls 
are actually paid and of what it 
actually costs them to live, the 
hideous deficit and the more hideous 
contemplation of how sometimes that 
deficit may be bridged; is your com- 
mittee brought irretrievably to this 
finding. It is not a matter of senti- 
ment, or of emotion, or of opinion. 
It is the fact, cold, not nice, uncom- 
plimentary to all of us; but neverthe- 
less the fact. 

It is to be remembered that this is 
an inquiry into prostitution, not of 
that immorality practised without 
gain; and whether the initial mora! 
lapse is entei-ed into for money, or 
because of deceit or ignorance or 
other cause, is not pertinent to the 
subject. There is testimony, of 
authenticity scarcely to be question- 
ed, in the stenographic record of girls 
deliberately selling their virtue under 
extreme economic stress. 
Testimony of Mrs. Louise Bowen. 

Q. Do you think that low wages 
has ever caused, directly or indirect- 
ly, a girl to go wrong? A. Oh, yes, 
I know, because we have a great 
many instances where we have cases 
of girls going wrong, directy attribut- 
able to that cause. I believe it is a 
great factor in the matter. 
Testimony of Mrs. Louise Bowen. 

SENATOR BE ALL: Have you 
known of any girl, of any specific 
case f who went wrong because she 
was paid a starvation wage? A. Yea, 
sir. , 

Q. Where you believed that the girl 
was telling the truth? A. Yes, sir. 
I had no reason to believe any other 
way. 

Q. You know of cases where she 
has sold herself for money? A. Yes, 
sir, I know of one case; she was 
hungry; she hadn't had anything to 
eat for a long time. 

Q. And she sold herself for monev? 
A. Yes. 

Q. You believed that she had been 
good up to that time? A. Yes, sir; 
she came to the Juvenile Protectee 
Association, bringing with her an- 
other girl, and told her own story to 
me. She said, "It is too late now; 
you can't do anything for me, but 
perhaps you can help this little girl." 
Her story was very true; do you wish 
me to give the name of this girl? 

Testimony of Mrs. Gertrude Howe. 

MRS. BRITTAIN: A girl came to 
my office and told me that she was in 
a very bad condition physically and 
she didn't know what to do. I took 
her to a doctor and found that she 
needed medical attention. * * * She 
was inflicted with a venereal disease. 
She did not look like a girl who 
was a street girl, or who ever could 
be, and I talked to her and she told 
me that she had been getting $6 a 
week at the Boston Store and could 
earn no more. She had to have a 
pair of .:-hoes. She had tried to save 
her money, but she had not been able 
to save enough to get her a pair of 
shoes, and in her extremity, and she 
thought that sh? would do it, just for 
once, that SHE MIGHT HAVE THIS 
PAIR OF SHOES, with this result. 
It is a rare case, I think, but it docs 
happen. 

TRY TO ESCAPE MISERY. 

THERE IS much other testimony 
of the actual practice o'f prostitution 
being preceded by an experience in 
ignorance or deception or force, in 
which virtue was sacrificed without 
either the receipt or the expectation 
of money. But even in this respect 
the line of demarkation between the 
actual sale of virtue and the loss of 
virtue thru deception and force is 
many times difficult to trace. The 
familiar experience of the girl de- 
coyed to her infamy thru promise of 
marriage may be on her part either 
an error of affection or a transgres- 
sion born solely of desire to escape 
an intolerable economic condition. 

The presumption is incontrovertible 
that the girl, whose means are 
inadequate properly to meet the 
items of a bare existence, is least 
fortified to resist prenuptial demands, 
the denial of which she may fear will 
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cost a husband while the : granting 
might open . the matrimonial, door of 
escape from all the miseries of 
starvation. In the absence of love, 
therefore, such experiences may par- 
take of many of the elements of 
prostitution, virtue being given, not 
indeed for a price in money, but for 
a promise of future support. The 
girl gambles rather than makes open 
sale. 

This Committee is unwilling to be- 
lieve, however, that in a majority of 
instances mercenary motives, or even 
those of self-preservation, actuate 
the girl in her surrender of her sexual 
integrity. That they do actuate her, 
whether she at the time be of strict 
virtue or otherwise, when she permits 
the promiscuous violation of her body 
for money is, of course, the inevitable 
presumption under the plain definition 
of prostitution. 

The important point, and the only 
one really at issue, is that in those 
cases where it figures the low wage ».s 
the impelling force in the girl's initial 
act of prostitution. Upon contempla- 
tion, it is believed most persons will 
agree that the details of the girl's 
experience prior to the actual prosti- 
tution may be dismissed as irrelevant. 
• » * » 

LOW WAGES; NO HOPE. 

FROM Persons who regard a 
mistake, >or a inis6tep, as condem- 
natory of all future effort' by the 
offending/ party may be expected the 
argument, that, while this - Committee 
may make technical distinction be- 
tween am. - immoral act and. prostitu- 
tion, to all practical purposes there 
is no distinction — that an immoral 
woman js as evil a thing as a prosti- 
tute. The Committee submits that 
the practical difference is one of re- 
demption. Girls in comfortable cir- 
cumstances err; they respond to 
impulses; they, too, are the victims 
of deception and unwisely-reposed 
affections; errors, impulses and pit- 
falls that unfortunately cannot im- 
mediately 1 and entireFy be 8 removed by 
laws. ■' •*' f " ; - 

But, in the normal , person, remorse 
follows the violation -of rules of right 
and w,rong; and in how many in- 
stances , this remorse has brought 
repentance and that repentance, un- 
restrained by the working of 
economic, pressure, has remained 
lasting, we leave for estimate to such 
persons as may care to exercise their 
imaginations. 

There . are no statistics -on "family 
skeletons" nor on the secrets that are 
confined to the memories of parti- 
cipants. But the girl's . hope of re- 
demption,,, we are of opinion, grades 
downward with the intensity of her 
struggle 'for existence. The hope must 
certainly' be dimmest where tempta- 
tion is strongest — with the girl whose 
wage cannot support her. 

This phase of the problem is im- 
portant. The girl at home, or in re- 
ceipt of a living wage, is not 
necessarily doomed by the initial 
folly. She often redeems herself and 
is restored to the world of well-be- 
haved, even pure-minded persons. 
The girl who is below the "bread 
line," who is slipping weekly further 
and further into debt and misery, 
seldom recovers from the first moral 
lapse. If virtue outright she would 
not barter, virtue wrecked she soon 
stoops to commercialize. Failure to 
effect a cure by receiving the strain 
of economics and leaving the girl un- 
handicapped to battle for her recov- 
ery and z*edemption, almost invaria- 
bly results in the development of the 
moral lapse into chronic immorality, 
or prostitution. This, your Commit- 
tee respectfully submits, is a rule of 
fundamental importance in the gene- 
sis of prostitutes. 

:!■! i: » 

MAIL ORDER KING WITNESS. 

THE EMPLOYERS did not deny 
that many thousands of girls were 
paid in wages an amount below that 
upon which they could reasonably be 
expected to live. Mr. Julius Rosen- 
wald, president of Sears-Roebuck & 
Company, was a typical witness. 
told of an inquiry conducted by three 
department heads of Sears-Roebuck 
& Company for the purpose of as- 
certaining the girl's minimum cost 
of existence. The inquiry fixed S8 as 
the least amount that would suffice 
to meet the necessary items of a bare 
living. Mr. Rosenwald th;en testified 
that Sears-Roebuck & Company paid 
to 1,465 girls, or 30.96 per cent of 
all the females employed by it, less 
than $8 a week (page 178). The 
average wage paid by Sears-Roebuck 
& Company (an average computed 
upon the wage of 4,732 females) was 
$9.12, or but $1.12 above the "bar« 
cost of living" estimate. 

Mr. James Simpson, vice president 
of Marshall Field & Company, also 
regarded $8 a week as an amount 
below which the girl's expenses would 
not run. He testified that 1,035 girls, 
or 24.51 " per cent of all the female 
labor employed fey Marshall Field & 
Company,- ?were< paid lesV-than $8. 

Other merchants on State Street 
in the; City of Chicago gave similar 
testimony^-all recognized $8 as the 
minimum cost of living, and all paid 
less than' ^8 to large numbers of their 
female employes, running '..from 22 to 
85 per cent of the total tfiumber at 
work. In./ftv* of the largest stores, of 
13,610 women employed, over 7,000. 



or about 52 per cent, were paid less 
than a living. • 

With a few exceptions, the em- 
ployers maintained that the girls 
lived at home, or said they did, and 
that the burden of their support was 
upon the fathers, who begot them, 
and not upon the industries, that 
utilized them. 

Testimony of Mr. James Simpson. 
Q. Do you know, Mr. Simpson, of 
any girl who can buy the necessities 
of life, keep herself neat and pay 
car fare on $5.00 a week? (Witness 
had testified to employment of 440 
girls, part time, for $4.00 a week, and 
213, all time, at $5.00 a week.) A. No, 
not if dependent on her own resour- 
ces. 

Q. Then, if ycu pay a girl $5.00 a 
week and it would cost her, we will j 
say, $8.00 a week, you are placing i 
the burden of the difference between j 
$5.00 and $8.00 a week upon hex 1 
parents if she be living with her j 
parents. ! 

SENATOR JUUL: Or, on someone! 
else's shoulders? A. I suppose the' 
parents' shoulders are to bear the ; 
burden. These children are young 
girls, young women going to school. ; 
as ip were. They are preparing them- j 
selves for a greater earning capacity 
later on. They are serving an ap- ' 
prenticeship, as it were. You put your j 
question as to transferring the burden 
of these girls on someone else's j 
shoulders. I don't think it is a fair j 
question the wav it is put. j 

Q. Then I will try to put it dif- j 
ferently. Coming back to the old rela* 
tion between the employer and the j 
employe — let us take the case of ' 
these $5.00 a week girls and we have 
got a concrete case. You have 213 i 
getting $5.00 a week and you have 
stated that they can't live on $5.00 a ! 
week, and Governor O'Hara asked j 
you if you were not trying to put the j 
blame of the burden for the balance j 
on other shoulders? A. I am not. j 

Q. Where does it come from? A. 
Those people are getting all they are 
worth. They are going to school, ai 
it were. They are preparing them- 
selves for a greater earning, capacity. 
I want to say now that the average 
wage of all female employes in our 
establishment is $10.76. * * * These 
girls that are getting $5.00 a week 
are preparing themselves to occupy 
positions which will justify paying 
them more money. 

$ * * :ic 

HERE'S DIFFERENT VIEW. 
A slightly different reason was 
given by Mr. L. R. Steele, manager 
of the Knox Five and Ten-Cent Store, 
on State Street, in Chicago. Mr. 
Steele testified that fifty-nine girls, 
or 84.28 per cent of all the females 
employed in his establishment, were 
paid less than $8.00 a week, most of 
them receiving $6.00. He offered a 
frank explanation of why he em- 
ployed girls at less than they could 
live on. 

Testimony of Mr. L. R. Steele. 
Q. When girls come in looking for 
jobs, do they fill out any application 
blanks ? A. Yes. * * * She gfves the 
J name of her father and mother, how 
! long she attended public school and 
where she worked at last, and thre% 
references; usually the references 
they give are fictitious. 

Q. Before putting a girl to work, 
will you look up her references? A. 
We are supposed to look them up 
right away; we have a young man 
who is supposed to look a girl up 
right away. 

{ Q. Suppose a girl hasn't a father 
I and has not a mother, you take her 
| anyway, do you ? A. Yes, sir. 
| Q. That is, you don't care whether 
I she is entirely self-dependent or not ? 
' A. No, that doesn't enter into the 
proposition at all. 

Q. In other words, you want to get 
jthe girls at S6.00 a week? A. Yes, 

■ sir. 

! Q. And what they do with the $6.00, 
J and whether they live on it. is their 
j own concern? A. Yes, sir. 
; Q. Well, you are frank and honest 
j with us, anyhow. A. Yes, IT IS 
I A COMMERCIAL PROPOSITION 
: WITH US. 

! Q. Some of the witnesses before us 
j have told us that they don't like to 
I take these girls unless they were 
! thoroly satisfied that they were living 
i at home. A. That is a good rule, but 

we have applications or requests 
i from the largest firms in the city on 
j the same girls that we have lost 

from the store. 

Q. You don't think it really makes 
' any more difference with them than 
1 it does with you? A. No, I do not. 

Same Witness. 
} Q. What do you call "floaters?" 
| A. They might stay a week, or two 
I weeks, and they might be in the store 
i two hours and we catch them steal - 
I ing, and discharge them, 
j Q. Do you find that happens quite 
| often ? A. I should say so. * * * 

■ Q. Then, in your judgment, some 
! of these girls getting $6.00 a week, 
! steal to live ? A. I would not say that j , 
I of all of them; I would say some of 

; them did. 



phic record, appearing elsewhere as 
part of this report, and to which the 
members of the Honorable Senate aro 
referred. It is a mass of sordid de- 
tail. It tells its own story, and draws 
its own conclusion. It is proof in 
preponderance. 

* * * * 

FATHERS POORLY PAID. 
(3) THAT thousands of girls 
are forced into industrial em- 
ployment by the low wages re- 
ceived by their fathers; that 
they are separated from proper 
home influence at an excessive- 
ly early age; that they are 
inadequately schooled and are 
insufficiently protected ; and 
that many of them become re- 
cruits for the system of prosti- 
tution. 

Your Committee has found no dis- 
agreement as to the effect of the 
family life and standards on the 
morals of the growing children. That 
any causes with tendency to reduce 
home standards and to destroy 
family circles will promote vice and 
prostitution is unanimously accepted 
as true reasoning by all students of 
the problem and by all of the wit- 
nesses appearing before this Com- 
mittee and questioned thereon. It 
must logically follow that any wage 
inadequate to the proper sustenance 
of a normal family of husband, wife 
and children, will inevitably promoto 
immorality and prostitution. 

Testimony of much value was given 
by prominent bankers, who were 
unanimous in the:r position that ex- 
perience in the banking business had 
shown that inadequacy of wage 
directly affected the power to resist 
temptation. Mr. James B. Forgan, 
then, and for many years preceding, 
president of the First National Bank 
of Chicago, told of a rule of tho 
pension board, and respected by the 
bank, that no employe, earning logs 
than $1,000 a year, could marry and 
hold his position in the bank. Mr., 
Forgan considered this the least 
amount upon which a bank employe 
could be expected to support a family. 
In the figures volunteered by Mr. 
Forgan of the wages paid to male 
employes of the First National Bank, 
a total of 580 men, 27 per cent were 
ascertained to be receiving less than 
§500 a year, and 37 per cent less than 
S1.000 a year. Briefly, approximately 
37 per cent of the male employes of 
the bank were at the time precluded 
from marrying. Wages in other 
large Chicago banks did not differ 
from those paid in the First National, 
in a material degree; while they were 
larger than in many other lines of 
employment. As example: 4,500 m$n 
employed by the Chicago City Rail- 
ways Company received an average 
monthly wage of $71.50, or $142 a 
year less than the "safe" marriage 
figure quoted by Mr. Forgan. Again: 
8,679 men employed by the Chicago 
Railways Company received an 
average monthly wage of $69.20, or 
$169.60 a year less than the marriage 
figure. 

Testimony of Mr. James B. Forgan. 

Q. And you don't care to try the 
experiment? A. And I don't care to 
try the experiment. 

Q. Is it a fair presumption, Mr. 
Forgan, that the children of the man 
being paid $12.00 a week must leave 
school at an early age and go to 
work? A. Yes, we have a selfish way 
of looking at that. When we employ 
a boy that is not of paying age, one 
of the first inquiries is, are his 
parents in position to support him? 
I think you can see the reasoifcfor it. 
We can't afford to have anybody who 
is dishonest working in the bank: tha 
opportunities are too big, and there- 
fore the question of whether he can 
be properly supported or not is one 
of the questions to be investigated 
before we employ him. We see the 
father and make arrangements with 
the father with the understanding of 
that boy that we pay him. enough to 
live on, but with the undersanding 
that the father wants him to learn 
the business and for a year or two 
he will be supported. When I started 
the business, I got as much a year 
as these young fellows get a month. 
I got five pounds the first year, ten 
pounds the second, fifteen pounds the 
third, and twenty pounds the fourth; 
that was my first four years in th-3 
bank and I thought I was getting 
quite an advantage and' it was quite 
a privilege to get the position. 

Q. Then you think that the inade- 
ouacy of wage has something to do 
with the power to resist temptation? 
A. Decidedly. A young fellow gets 
into spending more than he is earn- 
ing, gets into debt, he may get in 
debt to some pretty hard creditor, 
who is crowding him or pushing him. 
and it is undoubtedly a strong 
temptation to him to temporize at 
first, perhaps thinking he can help 
himself to something to meet that 



emergency, and in meeting that 
emergency he gets in from bad to 
worse. 

Q. Most of the dishonesty in life 

comes from such conditions, does it 

not? A. I think so, from pressure of 

circumstances, yes. 

* * * « 

MEETING THE DEFICIT. 

CONSTANTLY thruout the hear- 
ings of this Committee, day . after 
day, as one witness would follow an- 
other, the burden of the deficit be- 
tween the "girl's wage and the cost 
of her living was in issue. It was 
maintained by the employers that 
this deficit properly should rest upon 
the home from which the girl. came. 
Your Committee was of opinion that 
the burden belonged to the employer. 
On this there was much argument, 
the expression of. many viewpoints. 

This matter of the deficit is, in the 
judgment of your Committee, the 
crux of the problem of low wages. 
Saddled where it now is, . on the 
shoulders of the parents, it operates 
to deprive at least three generations 
of a fair chance. This is a matter of 
mathematics so simple it may be 
figured by & child. 

Mr. Rosenwald gave $15.41 as the 
average male wage at Sears-Roebuck 
& Company. This is a much higher 
average than obtains in many other 
establishments, so for the purpose of 
illustration an eminently fair figure 
to use. If $8 be the minimum living 
expense for a girl, no one would ex- 
pect the recipient of the average 
Sears-Roebuck & Company male wage 
to do better than support himself, 
wife and one child for the first four- 
teen years of the child's life. That 
is, he cannot support two adults and 
a growing infant op $15.41 a week, 
and save money. 

And under this law, which prevents 
child labor, the support of that child 
is entirely his responsibility for that 
period. At fourteen the child — a 
daughter, for example — goes out to 
employment. From fourteen to six- 
teen she will receive, in the average 
place, $3.00 a week, and from sixteen 
to eighteen probably $5.00. During 
this period of four years sho has. re- 
quired food, lodging, clothing, car 
fare and other items included in the 
$8.00 minimum calculation. The deficit 
for the four years totals $832. 

The father,- who is now in tin 
maximum earning period, between 
thirty-five and forty years, must meet 

(Continued On Following Page.) 
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j SLAVERS BESIEGE FACTORIES. ; 

IF A LARGE percentage of the 
; girls working for Marshall Field & 
! Company and for Sears, Roebuck & 
i Company, business institutions that 
I take much pride in their welfare 

work and that enjoy wide fame and 
| prestige, are in receipt at the end oi 
1 the week's toil of inadequate means 

of liquidating the week's bills, it is 
j a reasonable presumption that a 
I much larger percentage of girls 
; "below the bread line" will hold in 
; those industries without prestige and 
| without pride. 

i Ample testimony of conditions in 
j these employments; of wages running 
j as low as $2.00 a week; of foremen 
who profanely abuse girls in short 1 
dresses, shake them until their arms 
are blackened, and occasionally hurl 
boxes at them; of the manager who i 
found his factory besieged with the • 
agents of professional white slavery; ; 
of the girls who struggled, and thru i 
it all remained good; of other girls i 
who struggled and succumbed; all 
will be found, as given to your Com- 
mittee under oath, in the stenogra- 



SPECIAL TO AMERICAN 
SOCIALIST READERS 




The i»«r bag p'ared havoc vlth the book pablUbing bnataew- 
Tbe publishers Deed money and I bave afreed to take a carload o'f 
)iook«off their hunt)?. Money talk.! By pay las ftpoteaeh la-advance- 
I have obtained etandanl works at leea than actual cost ot. produc- 
tion. Here is a fairtample— 

COL. R0BT. 6. IHGERSOLL'S 

FORTY-FOUR LECTURES 

COMPLETE — CLOTH BOUND 

A Uacdard rolame, Torth (2.no, wbkb I offer to Ammrlcmn 
Boclallmt reader* for only 0t.OO, postage prepaid rt tne. Jott 
tt.nkofn: 420 pages. eacb tx9. large type- cloth bound, aluminum 
stamped. with portraitot author, rom ONLY 01. OO mRBPAID. 

Co!. In serf oil's »ork In the lecture field *ill last for all time. 
Tbougbwe may differ with biro to bis doctrines, ell vill admit the 
l>rillianor of bis great mind, and areopeil-hoiind -with tbe beauty r>( 
h is word pk-tcre«. fie iras one of the norld'» .greatest r>ra* <rs. and 
this great book will li-re forever. 

CLOTH BINDING, ALUMINUM STAMPED, 420 PP. 6 X 9 



NEW EDITION! NEWTYPE! NEW PLATES! 

.\ fine. I'lotb-bonud Toiiime: * Tajuatrte addi- 
tion to any library: oarer offered -before Tor 
less than t :.iO. Here's your obanoe to get this 
great -work ».t publishers cost of production. 
Just clip tbe coupon and tend it with 11.00. 
Address W. SCOTT, 

2-10 South Dearborn St. t -Cfiloc<so 



w ecoTT. COUPON 

2- io mp.Ofrboenmt., Chictmm nf. 

Enclosed find gl.00 for which send me Robt. 0. Inger- 
soli s 44 Complete Lectures, prepaid. 



Name.. 



Weekly, 50 Cents per Year. 



*HE AMERICAN SOCIALIST, FEBRUARY 1*, 1016. 



3 



Clubs of Four or More, 40 Weeks, 25 Cents. 



Capitalists Fear Those 
White Slavery Facts 

(Continued From Preceding Page.) 

tire ^ deficit with an economy pro 
hibitive of many family necessities, 
such as adequate food, or go into 
debt. 

In either case the family environ' 
ment is lowered, and worry must dk* 
place that contentment that is es< 
sential to completely sane morals. 

• • • » 

FACES AGE BARRIER. 

WHEN she reaches eighteen, the 
father has ceased to advance in- 
dustrially. He is somewhere about 
forty, probably slightly over; and in 
ten years at the most will be face to 
face with an age barrier; after which 
his earning capacity will rapidly des- 
cend to the point approximately 
reached by his daughter at sixteen, 
where he must find money from other 
sources to force his income to a bare 
living figure. 

Meanwhile, the daughter, after 
four years of industrial service at a 
loss of $832 — from the employers' 
self-depending viewpoint, an "educ, 
tion" — becomes the average female 
worker at the average salary, which 
at Sears-Roebuck & Company was 
$9.12. If she conscientiously under- 
takes to repay the "deficit" to her 
father, whose debts or approaching 
old age clearly demand it, she may 
finally liquidate the account in four- 
teen years and three months. But to 
do this she must keep steadily at 
work, with never a day off for sick- 
ness or vacation. Also, she must not 
deviate one cent from the figures, upon 
which are computed the . $8.00 living 
scale. 

She must be content to exist upon 
the least amount that her employers 
have found a girl can live on, and 
must regularly surrender to her 
pai-ent the $1.12 weekly difference 
between her wage and the actual cost 
of her existence. By the time she has 
liquidated her indebtedness she is in 
her thirty-third year; and if she 
should then marry and have children, 
the strain of her long struggle, to- 
gether with her advanced age, would, 
according to medical authority, ad- 
versely affect the coming generation,, 
even before birth. 

The illustration is, of course, based 
upon averages — the average parent, 
the average parent's wage, the 
average girl, the average girl's wage 
— and the deductions made must 
exactly fit the average case. The 
element of chance, or accident, in 
the manner of raising the wage 
above the average, or lowering it, or 
of keeping the cost of existence be- 
low the average, or raising it, is 
eliminated. 

If the girl does -not recognize or 
does not attempt to meet her parental 
obligation (and it is not presumed 
that she will figure it with the exact- 
ness used here), the burden is not 
lifted from the family. It is fatal to 
the family's chance, whether the debt 
be assumed by parent or by child. 
- ^Vepr—ieomniittee^ therefore holds 
that, justification of a payment to the 
girl* of less than a living wage on the 
pica that her father should meet the 
deficit is unscientific, untenable and 
subject to mathematical disproof. It 
is conclusively answered in the 
figures revealing that, in reputable 
and foremost institutions, the average 
male wage is hopelessly below the 
actual cost of family existence. The 
home is as poor as the girl; it is 
unable to bear the burden of the 
deficit, which, in the emn^oyers' fail- 
ure to meet it, comes back to the girl 
herself, sometimes directly, some- 
times indirectly, in the way of sacri- 
ficed necessities and restricted op- 
portunities. 

* * * * 
HOMES BREED VICE, 

(4) UNREGULATED condi- 
tion of domestic employment, 
uncertain hours, absence of de- 
finite social status and lack of 
recreative opportunities render 
the home, in many cases, for the 
woman servants, a breeding- 
place of commercialized vice. 

Until the system of domestic em- 
ployment is entirely reorganized, to 
conform with the American con- 
ception of the true dignity of labor, 
it may not be possible for the woman, 
in comfortable enough circumstances 
to employ one or more female 
servants, to escape* a certain un- 
conscious complicity in the agency of 
procuring prostitutes. 

The terrific indictment against the 
system, of which every good woman' 
who has servants is a greater or less 
part, is in the startling percentage of 
vice victims who attribute their entry 
into a dishonorable calling to their 
previous domestic employment. Of 
181 girls sent to the State Training 
School at Geneva, who had worked 
for a wage previous to commitment, 
115, or 63.55 per cent, had been en- 
gaged in domestic service. 

If many of the girls thus em- 
ployed eventually find escape from 
distasteful conditions by embracing 
prostitution, many others desert the 
service after a "brief trial to swell the 
army of underpaid, underfed, under 



factories.; kJ* . is a, peculiarly strong 
compliment; to the sensing faculty of 
the femalaij and her intuitive avoid- 
ance of sexual danger, that the oc- 
cupation proved by actual statistics 
to be productive of most prostitution 
is the occupation she most shuns. 
Thus there is a constant unfilled 
demand for domestics; a condition in 
the Jfemale labor market that isMnost 
often, and erroneously, pointed to in 
controversion of the contention of 
this committee that the starvation 
wage is a factor in the industry of 
vice. Your committee is of opinion 
that the lack of facilities for proper 
social intercourse, the constant re 
minder of inferior position thru dif- 
ferential treatment, and the uncertain 
and often unreasonably long hours 
are conditions of poverty, invariably 
destructive of the calm mind and 
self-respect necessary to normal 
morality. 
Examination of G. Stanley Finch. 

MRS. OWEN KILDARE: I would 
like to ask Mr. Finch if he has 
formulated any reason as to why so 
many of the women who are house- 
workers enter the white slave traffic. 

MR. FINCH: If I had time, I could 
give you an illustration. It is hard to 
give a reason for that in a few words. 
In the cases where we know the real 
facts, it is due to the fact that the 
girl who is in the home is apart from 
her fellows, and is more easily sub- 
ject to temptation. We have numbers 
of cases where young girls are act- 
ing as nurses or waitresses, and if 
they are nice looking girls, they at- 
tract some one connected with the 
household and thru the display of 
money, or furnishing of money, or 
the offers or favors of different 
kinds, the girl is sometimes seduced, 
and in that way is led astray and 
eventually is driven into a house of 
ill-fame. Then, of course, the girls 
who work in houses are not so well 
educated as the girls who work in 
stores, and I think in factories, too; 
and, being more ignorant, they are 
more easily the victims of the white 
slave traffickers. I do not know 
whether that answers the question 
satisfactorily. 

Testimony of Girl Victim at Peoria. 

Well, I am not infatuated with 
the life, I will say that. However, it 
does give you a chance to live and 
take care of yourself. There is com- 
panionship, too. In a rooming house 
you have no companionship, many 
times. They expect you to stay in 
your room, most places. If a girl 
works in a private house, aa a 
domestic servant, then you have the 
kitchen for your place. If anybody 
wants to see you, she or he comes 
into the kitchen. They give you no 
privileges at all. Their dogs or horses 
would be treated better, in many 
cases. They simply have no con- 
sideration for you, even if you are 
ill. They wouldn't let anybody come 
to see you at the front door. You are 
worse than any slave that ever was 
in existence in some places. They 
don't consider you ever get tired or 
need rest. You are a machine, wound 
up in the morning, and you work till 
all hours in the night, in a private 
family; You are up in the morning 
before they are up, and you get your 
meals in a hurry, and do your work 
all thru the day, and then you are ex- 
pected to work late at night. Their 
dinner is late. The usual family din- 
ner is not until half past 6 or 7. By 
the time you get the work done, it is 
8 or 9 o'clock. When they have com- 
pany it is worse. You are up, after 
late work at night, at half past 5 or 
6 in the morning. You work all day 
long, and they don't ever stop to 
figure how many hours you work, and 
whether you need rest or recreation. 
They give you a salary of $5.00 a 
week, and sometimes they give you a 
salary of $3.00 or $4.00, and think 
they give you big wages, because you 
get some dark little room and meals 
you are too tired to eat. They simply 
don't care how many hours you work 
in domestic service. 
Testimony of Proprietress of Dis- 
resputable House. 

Q. Now, Miss Hall, I want you to 
state to this Committee, from the 
depths of your twenty-two years of 
experience, what are the contributing 
causes of girls going astray, what is 



Pointing The Way Out. 



NE OF the most important 
of the industrial demands 



O: 
in the platform of the So- 
cialist Party is for the establish- 
ment of minimum wage scales. 
This means that the workers 
now, even under capitalism, 
must have living wages. 

When the Illinois Vice Com- 
mission decided that poverty is 
■ the cause of prostitution, its 
first recommendation' was of 
necessity the following: 

(1) The immediate enactment 
of a minimum wage law, pro- 
hibiting the payment of less 
than a living wage to any. 
woman, or minor, except during 
a period of apprenticeship not 
exceeding six months. 

Other recommendations of re- 
medial measures were made as 
follows: 

(2) The repeal of all laws that 
have fallen into disuse, and the 
strict enforcement of all others. 
A permanent committee on law 
enforcement recommended. 

(3) The encouragement of 
joint action by the states, look- 
ing toward uniform state legis- 
lation. 

(4) Improvement of the con- 
dition of girls in domestic 
service, and of girls from homes 
offering inadequate social op- 
portunities, by the opening of 
school houses and other available 
public buildings as social cen- 
ters; hours of labor of girls in 
domestic employment to be 
regulated to permit of partici- 
pation. 

(5) Establishment of homes 
for the adequate moral and in- 
dustrial schooling of women dur- 
ing the period of reformation. 

(6) Extension of vocational 
education in the public schools. 

(7) Abolition of the obnoxious 
fining system in the treatment 
of immoral women convicted in 

the courts. 

(8) Registration of all girfs 
under 18 and of boys under 21, 
in employment; notice of engage- 
ment and of discharge, and 
reason therefor, mandatory on 
both employe and employer. A 
woman, under the state factory 
inspector, to investigate, with- 
out publication, all complaints 
against moral conditions. 

(9) Newspapers and all other 
publications of general circula- 
tion prohibited from printing and 
circulating the details of any 
breach of promise, divorce or 
other proceeding in which moral 
lapse, or immoral conduct, is 
charged, until final adjudication 
has been had in the trial court; 
and then, such publication to be 
restricted to an unvarnished 
statement of the charge and the 
finding of the court. 

(10) Creation of state athletic 
commission for the encourage- 
ment of healthy and non-profes- 
sional sports and pastimes. 



clined that way; but the number is 
not large, of that class. I think that 
nine of ten fall for the sake of com 
panionship, clothing and food. That is 
my idea of the principal cause. 

Q. You have talked to them and 
they have told you this story, in 
years gone by? A. Nine out of every 
ten will tell you that has been the 
cause in their case, either that, or 
bad treatment at home. Sometimes 
the home surroundings are very bad. 
The girls haven't any comforts or 
conveniences at home, haven't any 
ordinary kindness sometimes, and 
that causes them to wish to leave, 
and they atferward fall. 

* * * -* 

SEGREGATION FAILURE. 
(5) THAT segregation of vice, 
as a system of municipal reg- 
ulation, is an entire failure; that 
it promotes and increases im- 
morality; that it spreads prac- 
tices of degeneracy; and, being 
an open toleration of law viola- 



tion, materially lessens the 
the effect of, as you have "viewed it, ! community respect for law and 
during those twenty-two years ? ! order 
THE WITNESS: My opinion is Strangely, 



that it is low wages, and girls aro 
thrown out on the world without, a 
home. They haven't any companion- 
ship, and they naturally fall into 
prostitution for the sake of company 
and companionship. If they are 
servants in private residences they 
have very hard and discouraging 
treatment. They are treated as 
tho they were inhuman, and the 
most of the girls fall from 
these causes, simply because they 
fall into prostitution for the sake 
of companionship, and getting money 
enough to eat. They haven't money 
enough to eat, half of them, when 
they try to get along and pay 
their own expenses on the wages they 
get in stores, factories and offices. 
They haven't enough clothes to wear 
to make a good appearance or to be 
comfortable. When girls haven't 
enough to eat, nor clothing to wear, 
what else would cause them to fall 
but that ? I think that it exactly what 
nine of ten go astray. Some may do 



clothed workers in the stores and so from inclination, being simply in 
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among the citizens of 
Illinois, as of her sister states, for 
many jjears this was an open 
question. Many honest men believed 
that, while the law prohibited vice, 
the low demands of human nature re- 
quired it; and for the presumed pro- 
tection from violence of virtuous 
women, there was permitted the 
public exploitation of their poorer 
sisters, whose extremities or feeble- 
mindedness might lead them to the 
sale of their bodies. As the women 
thus exploited came from the very 
poorest groups, as has been seen, tho 
system of segregation was, at the 
best, a heartless sacrifice of the 
weakest in the presumed interest of 
the strongest. 

In 1913, when your committee was 
created and entered upon the dis- 
charge of its work, il/ayt of the 
sizable towns of Illinois tolerated 
"red-light" districts. In Chicago, 
following, a campaign of Hon. John 
W. Wayman while state's attorney, 
many of the larger houses had closed, 
but the smaller ones remained open, 
which, with the undisturbed activities 
of cafes and hotels, still attracted 
thousands of vice patrons. In Peoria, 
Springfield, Alton, Rock Island and 
over a dozen other cities there was 
some effort at regulation, but none at 
closure. In February of 1913 the 
federal white slave officials reported 
to your committee that a survey of 
Illinois, not more than half complet- 
ed, had shown the existence of houses 
of prostitution in East St. Louis, 
Aurora, Bloomington, Champaign, 
Chicago Heights, Danville, Elgin, 
Freeport. Kankakee, Ottawa, Pekin 
and Peoria. 

In the three years that have 
elapsed, public opinion has crystalized 
against segregation, and few cities in 
Illinois now tolerate the presence of 
moral plague spots. It is probable 
that in another 'three years not a 
single vice district will remain in 
Illinois to recall a system of tolera- 



tion , general thruout thfc; common- 
we*l$™ then the Honor'able Senate 
undertoo i jthe study and investigation 
of vice a ! la state responsibility. Some 
of the a fees of the reform' went far 
back, to the educational pioneering of 
groups of citizens who had always 
opposed tiie system, to the publication 
in 1911 of the findings of .the munici- 
pal vice commissions in Minneapolis 
and Chicago, and, over and above all, 
to the practical experiences and ob- 
servations of the residents in towns 
tolerating open prostitution. 

Evidence that segregation does not 
segregate; that scatteration is the 
accompanist, not the successor, of 
vice toleration; that crime, degeneracy 
and disease invariably are its tolls, 
will be found in the printed testimony. 
Especial attention is directed to the 
testimony of a young woman, who 
attended i a large number of men 
while in the advanced stages of one 
of the most frightful of the venereal 
diseases. She was an inmate of one 
of the highest-priced houses in the 
Chicago district. She possessed a 
certificate,. of good health,,. which was 
given her for a price by a physician 
who knew her real condition, The es- 
sential points in this woman's story 
were subsequently verified by the 
committee's investigators. 

» * » * 

EVILS OF CALL SYSTEM. 
(6) THAT many women, 
through inability to live on the 
legitimate means at their dis- 
posal, or in the desire of sup- 
plementing allowances by hus- 
band or parent, are part of a 
new and elaborate network of 
vice, known as the "call-girl" 
system; that the system is 
rapidly being organized, and 
fresh girls drawn into it by the 
assurance of the ease with 
which profitable prostitution 
may be practiced without sacri- 
fice of reputation for respecta- 
bility. 

The development of this system, 
which strikes more directly at the 
home than any of the other activities 
of the industry of commercialized im- 
morality, has been startling in the 
cities visited by your committee and 
in others where its investigators, con- 
ducted inquiries. Yet so little, public 
attention has been directed to it, and 
the police efforts to curb it have been 
so spasmodic and inadequate,! that the 
most insidious form of prostitution 
that it is possible for the imagina- 
tion to conceive has fastened itself 
upon our urban communities practi- 
cally unopposed. That the public has 
no adequate .conception of the new 
problem, and what small information 
it has wonderfully distorted, accounts 
in part for the growth of the system 
to its present proportions. ' 

Your committee is of opinion that 
the system could not have rooted at 
all had any considerable number of 
citizens in and community been ac- 
curately informed regarding its nat- 
ure. On no other phase of the vice 
question, in its open manifestations, 
did the committee find existing a 
greater degree of civic ignorance. 
Even among Some dose students of 
vice activities the call system 1 seemed 
to be both underestimated and hope- 
lessly confused with the old system 
of segregation. The chief miscon- 
ception, indeed, is that the new 
system is merely the old system ex- 
isting under changed conditions; 
that, as the segregated districts are 
being closed; .their inmates are flock- 
ing into the ' residence districts to 
continue in secret the conduct" that 
previously they followed in the open. 
This is, however, far from the fact. 
While a few may be of this class — 
former inmates of houses in vice 
districts — most of the modern "call- 
girls" are not of the branded' prosti- 
tute type. A' very considerable per- 
centage belong to that class of women 
who pass, unquestioned by their 
acquaintances and neighbors, as 
respectable. 

Testimony of John H. Underwood, 
chief of police. 
Q. Chief, have you ever heard of 
the call system in Springfield? A. 
Yes, sir. 

Q. You have known that it existed 
here? A. I have heard it has; yes sir. 

Q. That there were girls called from 
flats and hotels? A. Yes, sir. 

Q. And some of those girls worked 
in the daytime? A. Yes, sir; some of 
them were also married women about 
the home. 

Q. And they were a part of the call 
system? A. Yes, sir. 

A detective told of a "call" list 
which he had sized in a raid; Over 
twenty (20) names were on the list; 
first names only being given, then 
opposite the telephone numbers. He 
checked up the names and num- 
bers. Some of the women were 
"respectable" married women. Two 
were young daughters, one ,of the 
fathers being "prominent," but with 
a reputation for closeness. Others 
were working girls. 

Corroborative testimony, all tend- 
ing to reveal the existence* Of a 
system which" went into th§ jjiomes 
and made occasional prostitutes of 
wives and daughters, was introduced 
in other cities' where the committee 
held sessions, and obtained wherever 
its investigators studied local con- 
ditions. 

There was very little evidence con- 
necting this system with that of 
segregation. The class of women was 
almost entirely different. The case of 
a young mother serving as "call-girl" 
and using the money she made in 
buying necessities for her baby is 
merely illustrative of the character 
of women in this system, the motives 
that sometimes actuate them and the 
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insidious nature of the whole business 
in its attack on the home. \\ 
Testimony of Grace Clybouj»n. 

* * * She says that the 'reason 
that room wasn't occupied was be- 
cause she couldn't find any girls, 
couldn't get any girl that night. 

Q. Couldn't get any girl that night? 
A. Couldn't get any girl to call up 
She said when she couldn't get a* girl 
on the phone she went around down 
to the cafes and got some girls that 
sat in the cafes. * * * She said sha 
did that when girls weren't home that 
she called on the phone; that some 
times when they would leave there 
they would leave their number so 
that they could be called up at a cer- 
tain place. 

Q. Now, do you mean to say. 
madam, that this woman had a list of 
girls here in Springfield that she 
could call on the telephone and hav 
come to serve men? A. Yes, sir. , 
Testimony of M M 

* * * She wanted to know if we 
called girls, and I stated the facts to 
her. * * * I told her that if we ever 
needed her we would call her. * ' 
I gave her a card. " 

Q. This is the card, is it? A. Yes, 
sir. 

(THE CARD) 
Lillian: Call this little girl if 
you want any one, for she is all 
O. K. 

(Signed) MAY. 
Q. She asked you if you called 
girls? A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Now, what did you understand 
she meant by that? A. I suppose she 
meant, did she call a girl to meet men 
intimately. 

Q. What is this call girl's system? 
A. All I know is that they are sup- 
posed to meet fellows when they are 
called to the house; that is all I know 
about the thing. 

Q. Now, do some of those girls that 
are "called," work during the day- 
time, do you think? A. I think, in 
fact, that most of them do. 
Q. Most of them work, you think? 

A. All that I know. 

« * * • 

TO UNDERSTAND the moral 
problem of today, it is necessary to 
be familiar with the call-girl system, 
its genesis and the causes that have 
led to its rapid development. It 
derives its name, as will be readily 
seen, from the practice of "calling in" 
girls from their own homes for tem- 
porary system at an immoral resort, 
generally a hotel or an apartment. In 
the early days of the system, the 
call-girls were almost exclusively of 
the professional prostitute class. 
Often they were "street-walkers" 
when not "on call." Sometimes they 
were inmates of houses in the segre- 
gated districts and were "let out," on 
telephonic request, to the proprietors 
of resorts that were being run "on 
the quiet" in portions of the city out- 
side the vice reservations. The dif- 
ference between parlor-house and 
call-house did not extend to tha 
character of the girls. The inmates of 
one served the patrons of the other. 
They were inmates when operating in 
the districts and call-girls when 
operating outside the districts. But 
they were the same girls. 

How the two systems gradually 
drew apart, and the "call-girl" men- 
ace assumed its present alarming 
proportions, quite separate from the 
system from which it emanated, is 
not difficult to trace. The first notice- 
able transition was in the character 
of the patrons of the call-house. A 
guarantee of privacy, which the 
parlor house was unable to afford, 
attracted a wealthier and more pro- 
minent class of men. Some of these 
patrons revolted at the class of 
women. They demanded "respectable" 
girls. And they were willing to pay 
the price. 

This was the beginning of the call- 
girl system, as it exists today — a 
more or less organized industry of 
colossal proportions, serving "res 
pectable" men with "respectable" 
girls, and protecting the reputations 
of both. How many thousands of girls 
are enmeshed in its toils, your Com 
mittee is not in position to state. The 
reports of investigators, however, 
leave no doubt that the number is 
very large. Here the low wage re 
ceived by working girls plays a part 
so conspicuous that none can ignore 
is as a vital factor in this insidious 
industry. That a large majority of 
the girls on "call lists" that have 
been discovered are in employment 
during the daytime, is undisputed. 
Some of them are thus bridging the 
deficit between the wage paid them 
and the cost of their existence. The 
large number of "respectable" mar- 
ried women who respond to "calls" 
is another startling sidelight on the 
effect of the low wages paid to the 
heads of households. 

HUNTING THE JOB. 

(7) THAT lack of regulation 
in the employment of girls sub- 
jects them to unnecessary per- 
ils, and often leads to their 
downfall. 

Your Committee was in receipt of 
many anonymous letters from girls, 
detailing experiences in the search 
for employment, and after receiving 
positions, that argued eloquently 
against a system of permitting 
young, inexperienced girls to go out 
into the business world, guided solely 
by their own instincts and judgments. 
Instances were reported by the Com- 
mittee's investigators of young 
women, who were summarily dis- 
charged from their positions because 
of refusal to accept advances; and of 
others, who attributed their future 
entry into prostitution to an initial 
lapse caused thru fear of displeasing 
an employer and thus losing neces- 
sary employment. 

This evil cannot and should not be 
minimized — the evil of trusting to 
luck in the matter of a girl's in-: 
dustrial surrounding. If it be neces- 
sary that she leave the home atmo- 
sphere during the formative years of 
her life, there is no excuse for 
separating her entirely from some 
protection against undue and .im- 
proper pressure in the new atmo- 
sphere. 

WINNING THEM BACK. 

(8) THAT many women ofi 
the underworld are redeemed; 
and that, with the proper treat- 
ment, the closing of the vice 
districts may restore a large 



I have helped thousands 
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The successful man is the legally trained man. I will help you because I will 
train you to go out and fight life's battles. I will bring a legal training to you 
— at your home— by mail— For a few cents a day. Think of it! 

A few cents a day! What possibilities loom up 
before you! Man, man, do you realize what this 
means to you? A legal education means capital. 
It is the very foundation of success. The legally 
trained man wins. In business— in politics— in 
society he is the leader. Nothing trains a man to 



think so quickly— to reason so logically, to be sys- 
tematic, forceful and dominant— as the law. 

Judge Gary, head of the U. S. Steel Corporation, 
is an example of legal training in business. Joseph 
H. Defrees. President of the Chicago Association 



of Commerce, forged ahead as a business man be> 

cause he knew law. President Wilson, whose 
concise. logical method of thinking and talking 
has won the world's applause, trained his mind by 
the reading of law. Abraham Lincoln rose to un- 
dying fame from the study of law— at home, alone. 
You. too, can rise to a position of power and 



prestige. You can become a leader in your chosen 
field. A legal training is thestrongest preparation 
for business success, and it is the broadest, short- 
est road to fame and fortune. 



I Now Personally Offer You the Greatest 
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I have personally planned a way to make a thorough legal education possible for every man who 
will write me or send me the coupon below. Do not make any plans for your future until you know 
all about this new, remarkable spocial offer. 

No other institution ever offered yon, aver could offer 
you. the wonderful opportunty to commence Immediately 
to tret ahead, that I offer to you, so lend the coupon now 
— today, before it ii too late. 

This is a strictly limited offer, and may be withdrawn 
at any moment, ao send the coupon today. 

The American Correspondence School of Law waa es- 
tablished in 1886, and is the oldest, largest and strongest 
Home Study Law School in the World. Thousands of suc- 
cessful men got their start from this school. You can as 



sorely set your start— bat noro than that, by my personal 
offer, I will make it so easy for you that you cannot afford 
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Nation's Famous Home Study Law Course. It is written 
so you can understand it. No apoolal education re- 
quired. Our system combines the Text Book, Case and 
Lecture methods of instruction same as the big resident 
universities. 
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percentage of their inmates to 
decent lives. 

No question is inquired into more 
seriously than that of redemption. 
To drive erring women from town to 
town, to break down the structures of 
their calling and give no heed to their 
succor, is too barren of the element 
of human sympathy and brotherhood 
to make strong appeal with most 
men and women of Illinois. 

Your Committee, from the outset, 
went extensively into this phase of 
the problem. It ascertained that re- 
demption had been found, not only 
possible, but very probable, with the 
lessening of economic pressure, 
(generally thru a course of schooling 
preparing the woman to earn an 
adequate wage), and an absence from 
old associations long enough to 
change their influence. 

Many actual cases where the refor- 
mation remained permanent wiH be 
found in the printed testimony. It is 
sufficient to justify all the optimism 
of those persons whose efforts, ex- 
pended in that direction, have often 
met with the ridicule of cynical as- 
sociates, who erroneously maintained 
that the "bottomless pit" never gave 
up its victims. 

CRAVING FOR LIQUOR. 

(9) THAT the sale of intox- 
icants, in connection with public 
dancing, is unquestionably in 
many cases a strong contribu- 
tory cause of vice. 

The effects produced by strong 
intoxicants are not dissimilar to those 
springing from over-work and under- 
nourishment. According to medical 
authorities, there is an unnatural 
craving of the nervous system, and 
a general weakening of the will 
power. That intoxicants play ;t 
conspicuous part in the undoing of 
many girls is a matter of general 
knowledge, so adequately covered in 
previous reports and in the records 
of our courts as to require no further 
elaboration. The whole tendency in 



prostitution may briefly be said to 
encourage more or less unrestrained 
drinking. 

There can be no disagreement us 
to the probable effect on the young 
woman of the alternate drinking as 
practiced in a number of fashionable 
restaurants. The free and easy 
manner of introductions, in som-j 
places an employe being delegated to 
see that everyone gets acquainted, 
adds to the danger. Most of the girls 
who frequent the most popular of the 
restaurants given over to dancing are 
very young. 

$ * * * 
SCHOOLING HELPS. 
(10) THAT the highest 
standard of morals exists among 
the girls in the high schools, 
colleges and universities of the 
state. 

Your committee, in the course of 
its long inquiry, has run to earth not 
a few rumors of misconduct on the 
part of school-girls. Invariably they 
were ascertained to be without truth. 
Typical was the rumor that in tho 
high-school of a certain middle-sized 
city eight girls had been forced to 
leave their classes in one year be- 
cause of moral delinquencies. On in- 
vestigation, it was learned by you;? 
committee that not one girl had left 
the school for any reason during the 
period named, and that the morale in 
this particular school was a matter 
of marked pride with the school 
authorities. Similar rumors, all built 
on the same pattern, rested on no 
firmer foundation. 

That the chance of becoming en- 
meshed in the industry of prostitution 
diminishes with the length of the 
schooling is incontrovertibly proved 
by the statistics of courts and police 
offices. Adequate schooling would, 
therefore, appear the surest escape 
from the conditions of poverty that 
this committee has found constitute 
the principal direct cause of prostitu- 
tion. 
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Henry Dufcb Fights For fThe Home 



By Ryan Walker 



READ THIS LETTER. 
Readers of this column will re- 
member that several weeks ago we 
told about receiving an order from 
one of our hustlers to send bundles 
vf The American Socialist to a list of 
postmasters. Our hustler said the 
postmasters would pass the copies 
out to the patrons of their postoffices. 
That was the first time we hade ever 
heard of a United States postmaster 
passing out Socialist literature as 
part of his work. We found that just 
as soon as postmasters got within 
hailing distance of Socialism they 
usually lost their jobs. So we wrote 
our hustler asking how he had 
persuaded postmasters to distribute 
The American Socialist. The reply, 
leaving out the name of our energetic 
worker and his address, for fear that 
Washington might put its secret ser- 
vice men on the job, is as follows: 
******* Feb { 191g 

"J. L. Engdahl, 

"Editor, The American Socialist. 
"Dear Comrade: 

"In a recent letter referring to this 
local's order for bundles of The 
American Socialist to be sent to dif- 
ferent postmasters for distribution by 
them, you ask, 'How did you do it?' 

"Perfectly easy. Wrote some of 
them a personal letter asking them 
to circulate anti-militaristic and So- 
cialist papers and leaflets, and re- 
questing them to reply giving number 
they could use. 

"Others were approached in an in- 
direct way. They all admit (every 
one does) the Socialists are doing lots 
of good by their agitation for better 
conditions, etc. After they have made 
that admission they can't well refuse 
to pass out matter to those of their 
patrons who will read it. 

"The addresses I sent you are all 
inland postoffices; off the railroad. 
None of them defend the Socialist 
philosophy. Some are bitterly op- 
posed. We aim to extend this idea to 
include the three railroad towns in 
this county — in fact the enclosed or- 
der includes one of them. 

"Yours in the fight, 

M* * * * * *» 

Now what do you think of that! 
It ought to be enough to make the 
cringing tools of the plutes at the 
head of the postal department in 
Washington howl their heads off. The 
second order we received was for 
bundles of the special two-page edi- 
tion containing Meyer - London's 
speech in congress exposing the 
world-crime of preparedness, militar- 
ism and war. 

If you can't get your postmaster to 
distribute this special edition, you 
can distribute them yourself, or send 
in your list of names, according to 
our offer on Page One, and we will 
send the papers out for you. At the 
same time do not forget to make use 
of the "Ten Weeks for Ten Cents in 
Clubs of Ten 'sub blank"' at the 
bottom of this page. 

The circulation is slowly climbing. 
This week we put on 1,227 subs but 
at the same time 1,071 came off, 
leaving a net gain of 156 and a total 
circulation this week of 42,132. Keep 
it climbing, COMRADES. 
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By Genner. 

(1) That the same delegation (Hillquit and 
Maurer) selected to call on President Wilson 
in behalf of Comrade London's Peace Re- 
solution also be the delegation to appear be- 
fpre the Committee on Foreign Affairs to 
Speak' in 'favor of the Resolution in the name 
of the' Socialist Party. 

(2) That the National Executive Committee 
thru the Executive Secretary send to_ all so- 
cialist and progressive labor publications, to 
have printed therein, an appeal to all eo- 
rialist and labor organizations to Bend let- 
ters, telegrams or petitions to the House 
Committee on Foreign Affairs, c.|o. Hon. 
Henry D. Flood, Chairman, asking for favor- 
able action on Comrade Meyer London'* 
Peace Resolution, said letters, telegrams pi- 
petitions to be so sent that they will reach 
their destination on or before the morning of 
February 24th. 

(3) That the Executive Secretary imme- 
diately communicate with the heads of the 
progressive labor organizations asking them 
to :.end delegations to said hearing. 

Please rote by wire. 

Fraternally submitted, 
Walter Lanfersiek, Executive "Secretary. 
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Organization — Education — Solidarity. 



G, Pattison, of Staples, Minn., signs himself 
as he orders a bunch of sub cards. He writes* 
"You are putting out a good paper and we 
should have a way to have all dues paying 
members, subscribers to the party paper". - 

Leeber W. Frisby, of Terre Haute, Ind., 
sends in a list of 16 and we are sending him 
in return one of our beautiful souvenir knives. 

Another knife goes to Comrade C. H. 
Becker, of Fort Wayne, Ind. That is score 
two for Indiana this week. Comrade W. P. 
Eaton reports for Pennsylvania with 16 subs 
and also gets a knife. 

Comrade C. T. Stoney, editor of The Inter- 
Mountain Worker, at Salt Lake City, Utah, 
sends in nine combination subs, the kind that 
subscribe for The American Socialist for one 
year at 50 cents and get the "Socialist Party 
Campaign Book" free. Send in a list of yearly 
subs at 50 cents a year , and get campaign 
books as premiums. The campaign book* are 
great pullers for subs. 

Comrade C. I. Cornwell, of Berkeley, Cal., 
sends in a list of 10 subs to get the paper 
for 10 weeks. 

We are glad to report again this week 
that Otto Vierling, state secretary for Mis- 
souri, has sent in another order for 25 sub 
cards. The Missouri state office of the Social- 
ist Parly is showing other state organiza- 
tions what can be done. 

We have just received a letter from Com- 
rade A. D. Engles, of Chattanooga, Okla., 
reading as follows: "I found four eager-to- 
learn pupils in our little berg one day last 
week; full grown ones they are. Kindly send 
each of them The American Socialist in 
which they will find the proper lesson." He 
sends in a club of four and adds: "Yours 
for a complete victory in 1916 over all 
obstacles, discouragement and sorrow, which 



our struggle for right 
Fine sentiment, isn't it, coin- 



often beset 
against wrong, 
rades ? 

This from Comrade W. S. Baker, of Mine- 
ola, Texas: "As my time is nearly out I 
want to renew; don't want to miss a copy. 
I am an old man— been a Socialist all my 
life. Didn't know it nntil eight years ago. 
Doing all I can for the noble cause". 

Listen to this from Comrade Emette M. 
Davidson, of Decatur, Ark.: "Tht dawn of 
Socialism has appeared in Arkansas. Wil- 
son's preparedness program has killed the 
democratic party in this state. Everybody is 
talking against 'preparedness'. I atft sending 
in five democratic subs for The American So- 
cialist". 

"You are certainly publishing a fine paper 
and all we need is to keep up the good work 
and victory is ours in the near future", 
writes Comrade J. R. Brakey, of Ventura, 
Cal. "This is the GREAT year, ours the 
LIVING movement!" 



ROLL OF HONOR 



Comrade Thomas A. Young, Johnstown, 
Pa., has been on the sick list for some time, 
liut he has recovered and celebrates by send- 
ing in a list of six subs. 

Another list of six comes from Comrade 
Robert Dans, of Huntington-station, New 
York. 

Comrade Charles D. Roberts sends in a club 
of four from Bath, Maine, wishing The 
American Socialist every success. 

W. H. A. Williams of Roseburg. Ore., sends 
in two subs and orders six cards which he 
intends to make good use of. 

"I cannot get along without my 'American 
Socialist'. I expect to send in a large club 
of subs soon", writes Comrade Fred Schie- 
menz, of Trinidad, Colo. 

Boris Moser, of Trenton, N. J., orders four 
sub cards to help keep the circulation of 
The American Socialist growing. He says, 
"I would like it to grow bigger still". 

John O. Shaffer, of Mounds, HI., sends in 
a list of seven and gets one of our souvenir 
Socialist pennants. 

Comrade William Koenig sends in a list 
of six from Milwaukee. This is followed by 
a list of eight from Reuben Schein, of Phila- 
delphia. 

Comrade W. B. Easterly, of Twin Falls, 
Idaho, comes right back with another order 
for 12 more sub cards. 

Comrade George Graham, of Granite, Ore- 
son, renews for another year declaring, "The 
last issue was a hummer. Keep up with the 
good work. Yours for three million votes 
next November". 

"Yours for Success", is the way Edward 



For the first time in the history of 

the Socialist meetings held in Broad 
Street Theater the speaker was called 
by the audience, after the speech, to 
reappear on the stage in response to 
a great ovation given him in Phila- 
delphia. Cornelius Lehane was so 
honored; 2500 people cheered him to 
the echo when he had delivered his 
inspiring message. Of even greater 
consequence to the Party was the fact 
that for the first time in years people 
after the meeting came up to the par- 
ty headquarters to be enrolled in the 
party organization. That's why Le- 
hane is being brought back again to 
Philadelphia. He will speak on Feb. 
20th at the Broad Street Theater, at 
3 p. m. The collection at the Corne- 
lius Lehane meeting, under auspices 
Philadelphia Socialist Literary So- 
ciety, was over $100, a record in local 
collections., Lehane's inspiring address 
has heartened the Philadelphia com- 
rades to greater efforts in organiza- 
tion. Another feature of Sunday's 
meeting was the fact that the 
audience gave to Lehane the time 
usually allotted to questions. They 
didn't want to ask questions. They 
just wanted Lehane to keep on with 
his speech. 

LEHANE TOUR. 

Under auspices of National Exe- 
cutive Committee of the Socialist 
Party, Comrade Cornelius Lehane 
will speak for the following Ohio 
locals t 

Youngstown, Feb. 22; Niles, Feb. 26; War- 
ren, Feb. 27 ; Bucyrus, Feb. 28 ; Dayton, Feb. 
29; Cincinnati, M-irch 1. Feb. 23, 24 and 25 
are as yet open dates and applications for 
them should be directed to the National 
Secretary, 803 West Madison St., Chicago, 

m. 



Ten Weeks For Ten Cents in 
Clubs of Ten "Sub Blank" 

THE AMERICAN SOCIALIST, CHICAGO. 

I enclose $ . . for which please send 

The American Socialist for 10 weeks to the following: 

Name Address 



Hustler's Name 

Street Number . . . . 

City State. 

NOTE. — This offer is good in Chicago. 



Letters from "American Socialist" Readers 



RULES FOR THIS DEPARTMENT. 

The National Committee of the Socialist 
Party in providing for an Open Forum 
in The American Socialist ruled that: 

"Recommendation No. 6. — An open forum 
to contain communications from party 
members or organizations on disputed 
points of party policy, views and tactics. 
No personal attacks or abuse or intemper- 
ate language shall be allowed. No commu- 
nication in the Open Forum shall exceed 
600 words." 

Contributors to this department will fa- 
cilitate matters considerably by carefully 
observing this rule. 



THE "GREAT MAN" THEORY.— 

My .first lesson in socialism taught 
me to understand what a vital force 
economic determinism was as a 
motive of human and social conduct. 
Next I was taught that great events 
in history have their foundation in 
economic causes. I was taught to 
disregard the "great man" theory, to 
ignore the prevalent idea that great 
men instead of fundamental causes 
were responsible for social and 
economic conditions. And now breth- 
ren of the Socialist party, I must 
confess that my belief in economic 
determinism is shaken and it will be 
hard now to read history again in the 
fascinating light of its economic in- 
terpretation. 

What caused this sudden loss of 
faith in socialist doctrine? Nothing 
else but the perusal of some letters 
that have appeared in our press 
recently discussing the election of 
executive secretary. And reading 
such letters, to which, by the way, 
were appended signatures of social- 
ists no longer in the amateur class. 
And now I see letters written by 
these socialists practically refuting 
the economic interpretation of history 
and reverting back to the great man 
theory. 

And in this case one individual is 
being blamed for everything that has 
transpired in the party in the last 
two years. Thus in the discussion we 
hear that Comrade Lanfersiek is the 
one of all causes responsible for the 
apathy in the movement, he alone, we 
are told, is responsible for the re- 
action that set in. And tho no one did 
it yet, I think the logical thing to do 
is to blame Comrade Lanfersiek for 
the war in Europe, for the Mexican 
situation, for the hard times, for the 
preparedness campaign and for 
everything else that seems wrong. 

I for one think it nothing less than 
sheer insanity to make a change in 
the National Office now when we are 
facing the most momentous cam- 
paign in the history of our movement. 
Let's back Comrade Lanfersiek with 
a good strong Executive Committee 
and we will have results. — J. RA- 
PHAELSON, Newport, Ky. 



ever, feel that our first task should 
be to bend all our energies to an ag- 
gressive campaign of education and 
organization at home, so that in our 
time of testing, the Socialist Party 
of America shall be found standing 
four square. If we can do this, we 
shall have rendered the working 
class of the world a greater service 
than by all the advice or criticism we 
can give the comrades abroad. Let's 
quit resoluting and go to work to do 
OUR part to make the International 
a reality instead of a text. — GEORGE 
H. GOEBEL, Newark, N. J. 



THE ZIMMERWALD CONFER- 
ENCE. — While away from home I 
notice a resolution adopted, and sent 
to Socialist Papers by Branch One of 
Portland, Ore., and a German Branch 
of Cincinnati, wherein Comrade Sei- 
del and I are denounced for voting 
"No" on the endorsement of the 
Zimmerwald Conference, and the sug- 
gestion is made that we are National- 
ists. May I ask space for this reply? 
Comrade Seidel is able to speak for 
himself. For myself whether I am re- 
elected or defeated for the N. E. C. 
is immaterial. I neither seek it, nor 
will I run away from its responsibili- 
ties. However, I cannot but regret 
that these comrades did not first ask 
me for my reasons for voting "No" 
on the motion referred to. 

The reason was simply that on a 
previous motion relating to a Peace 
Manifesto issued by certain of the 
German comrades, the National Com- 
mittee had reversed the N. E. C, and 
virtually ruled that the N. E. C. had 
no authority to speak for the Party 
on such matters. That ruling having 
been made, as a member of the 
N. E. C. I bowed to it and voted "No". 

If it will be of any particular in- 
terest to the comrades, I will say, 
the only division that I recognize is 
along class lines. To me there are 
two kinds of people, viz: the exploit 
ed and the exploiters. I will say 
further that had I been in the German 
Reichstag I would not have voted for 
the war credits, because what I con-> 
ceive to be my duty as a Socialist 
would have prevented me. But, while 
that is true, I refuse to join in the 
chorus of noisy denunciation aimed 
at the German comrades, or the 
French or any other nationality. The 
working class of the world, or of any 
nationality, can learn only by its own 
mistakes. Already there are indica- 
tions that the German movement is 
swinging steadily to the position of 
the minority, not because of what we 
think or say, but because circum- 
stances are compelling them to see 
there can be no identity of interests 
between Master and Subject, and that 
the only hope of the working class is 
to stick to its task, allowing the 
masters to do their own dirty work, 
whether in Parliament or the trenches. 
Let me say to the comrades, if you 
consider that the work of the Ameri- 
can National Executive Committee is 
to settle problems of the Comrades 
abroad, that is your right. I, how- 



VIEWS OF A VIRGINIAN. — It 

seems a pity that, of all the Social- 
ists voted for in the Referendum 
Primary to nominate candidates for 
the Executive Committee and a presi- 
dential ticket, there should be such a 
small number who would accept 
nominations. There are only two can- 
didates, e. g. for the vice-presidency 
and one of them, Mrs. O'Hare is or 
would be ineligible under the consti- 
tution, if elected. Would it not be 
wiser to wait until national suffrage 
is an, accomplished fact before 
nominating a woman for any office 
which she could not constitutionally 
hold if, elected. Otherwise, there is no 
objection to Mrs. 0'Hare f 

No, never drop the Party Organiza- 
tion to keep up with "the movement". 
Without organization arid strict par- 
ty rulqs there would soon be traitors 
in cajmp ready to "sell us out" and 
betray the "movement" as was done 
with the old Populist party because 
they had no system of checks to ex- 
pel unfaithful leaders.. Let us extend 
the Party Organization and Corres- 
pondence Schools could still be 
established to supplement the work 
of the "organization" of the Socialist 
Party, and to rush the "movement"' 
along. 

We think the machinery of the 
Party Organization with its methods 
might.be improved, since man's work 
is evolutionary towards perfection — 
or should be. Possibly some system 
could be worked out whereby the 
nominations for candidates and com- 
mitteemen could be less scattered, 
and also result in fewer refusals to 
accept nominations when made. 

There is one pointy in connection 
with the several pages of nominations 
as they appeared in The American 
Socialist which should not be over- 
looked. It shows that when the people 
are really given a voice in the affairs 
of party management that they will 
"go to the polls". To the "dumb 
driven cattle" of the two old parties 
ruled absolutely by the capitalists, 
our party referendum primary shows 
how the Socialists are the true 
democrats in party management; and 
that if the workers — agricultural and 
industrial — want %p help make this 
a government of, ■ for and bv the 
people (which it emphatically is not 
now), that then they must join the 
Socialist party and help the "move- 
ment" for the emancipation of labor. 
Socialists should continually quiz 
their old party associates and friends. 
"What party or power or influence 
have you in the management of your 
party's machinery — in the naming of 
candidates and the adoption of plat 
forms?" Of course it is practically 
NIL. 

One aim the Socialists should keep 
in view is to corral the farmer vote. 
The farmer gets too little for his 
products: the industrial worker pays 
too much for them as a consumer. 
Socialism, not capitalism will ever 
right this inequality and injustice. 

Was it not Senator Owen, of Okla- 
homa, who recently said there might 
be a war in this country some day 
to prevent the Socialists from getting 
control of the government? Well, 
let's accept the gauntlet by working 
all the, harder for Socialist principles. 
Up with the flag of justice — the flag 
of Socialism for all.— COMRADE, 
Campbell County, Va. 

SWAPPING HORSES. — Hardly dc 
we nick up a socialist paper lately 
wherein a certain kind; of stereotyped 
letter does not stare me in the face. 
They appear so frequently, and their 
tone and often entire sentences and 
paragraphes are so entirely alike that 
one begins to wonder whether they 
are not all inspired from one source. 
I refer, of course, to the discussion, 
or rather, to the press agent work 
being done on behalf of one candidate 
who aspires to the election of Exe- 
cutive Secretary of the Socialist 
Party. 

The writer is an obscure member 
of the rank and file who reserves for 
himself the right to use his own 
judgment as to how he is to cast his 
vote iri the election of Executive Se- 
cretary, and of the members of .the 
Executive Committee. While being a 
firm believer in the practice of open 
and above bcurd discussion, of the 
qualifications or lack of. qualifications 
of the various candidates, he would 
like to ■ see this discussion carried on 
in a dignified, camradely way. He, in 
common with many others strongly 
resents, the attempt being made by a 



little coterie of politicians to saddle 
a favorite of theirs upon the party. 

As stated before a very aval- 
anche of letters has lately been 
published and all of them read about 
like this: "Of course, I have nothing 
personally against Comrade Lanfer- 
siek. We are good friends, he did the 
best he could and that is all we can 
expect BUT the logical candidate for 
the coming term is the man (business 
of eulogizing with an abundance of 
adjectives). And of course that man 
is none other than Carl D. Thompson." 

And thus they wind up. Lanfersiek 
is all right and all that, but we'll stab 
him in the back. I have a strong su- 
spicion as to the source of these let- 
ters. They have a very familiar 
aroma. They seem to emanate from 
the cranium of a member of the Exe- 
cutive Committee who hails from the 
shores of New Jersey. And the motto 
seems to be: "Out with Lanfersiek: 
He's not one of the boys'. He wouldn't 
let us- use him for our purposes. 
Therefore out with Lanfersiek and in 
with anything!" 

Furthermore I do not believe it wise 
to swap horses while crossing a 
stream. Next July when change of 
officers takes place we'll be in tho 
midst of an important campaign. — 
JACOB BELKOWITZ, Brooklyn. 
N. Y. 



GOEBEL AND LANFERSIEK. — 

It is humiliating to think that the 
party should have for its Executive 
Secretary a man who will resort to 
such a cheap political trick as Com- 
rade Lanfersiek recently resorted to 
when he cited as one of the reasons 
why the membership should not vote 
for Comrade Goebel for the Executive 
Committee, that Comrade Goebel had 
drawn in all $12,000 from the party. 

Comrade Goebel has been working 
in the capacity of organizer for the 
party for ten years or more, and if 
during that time he received only 
$12,000 for railroad fare, hotel ex- 
penses and wages, then he has been 
miserably underpaid. It is certain 
that at no time he has received as 
much in wages from the party during 
any one year as the Executive Secre- 
tary has been getting. 

I have been on the road for a good 
many years and I can truthfully say 
that no man organized more locals 
and took in more members than Com 
rade Goebel. 

Comrade Lanfersiek has been in of 
fice three years during which time 
he has drawn about $4,500 in wages 
alone and during which time he has 
been guilty of the worst mismanage 
ment and neglect of duty that any 
secretary has ever been guilty of. 

Comrade Goebel's knowledge of 
propaganda and organization work is 
needed on the Executive Committee 
and it is to be hoped that he will re- 
ceive a record breaking vote. — 
RALPH KORNGOLD. 
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THINKS OF EXPENSE. — Com- 
rade Joseph E. Cohen of Philadelphia 
has written a letter boosting the 
favorite son of the party in his state. 
I had hoped that the selection of can- 
didates for President would be left to 
the membership to decide, without 
recommendation from others, in The 
American Socialist. 

However this has not been done I 
shall express my views. 

The expenses of the National Office 
will be very heavy and_we ought to 
select the candidate who will poll the 
.most votes with the least possible ex- 
pense. 

I believe that, of the three can- 
didates for president, Allan L. Ben- 
son is the most popular thruout the 
nation. 

There are thousands of people who 
have known him thru his writings in 
Pearson's Magazine. There are other 
thousands who know him, having read 
the Appeal. 

I believe Comrade Benson could 
command a larger vote than either of 
the other two candidates, and, after 
all, at present, we need votes. 

The more votes our party receives 
thru its candidate for president, the 
more we will be recognized by work- 
ers outside the party. 

We have little chance of winning 
the presidency at the coming flection 
but a large vote will do us a world 
of good. 

We must poll over a million votes 
next fall and I believe Benson can 
do it. 

I have not criticized either Com- 
rades LeSueur or Maurer and, should 
either be the standard bearer I will 
heartily support him. 

Among the three candidates it 
would seem to me. that Pennsylvania 
and a few eastern states considered 
Comrade Maurer would get a good 
vote, but taking the whole country 
into consideration I believe Allan L. 
Renson is the best man. 

Comrade Benson has been a loyal 
supporter of Socialism ever since he 
became a Socialist and I believe his 
writings have converted more people 
to Socialism than can be estimated. 
— D. M. CLARKE, Secretary Ridge- 
ville Branch, Cook County, 111., Local. 



OFFICIAL BUSINESS. 
Seconds to Referenda. 

Received Since Last Publication. 
BY BATTLE CREEK, MICH.: (Proposing 
that the National Executive Committee also 
constitute the National Campaign Commit- 
tee and that the Information Department be 
continued under the direction of the Execu- 
tive Secretary. First published for Kecond3, 
Dec. 18, 1915.) Seconded by: Fort Pierce, 
Fla. 

BY OMAHA, NEBR. : (Proposing that each 
applicant' for admission to the Socialist party 
shall pay 25 cents over and above the regular 
cost of initiation for subscription to The 
American Socialist. First published, Dec. 25, 
1915). Seconded by: Finnish Br., San Fran- 
cisco, Cal. ; Finnish Br., Lanesville, Mass. ; 
Greensburg, Ind. 

JEWISH BR., DOWN TOWN, NEW 
\ORK CITY. Proposing an endorsement t.f 
the Zimmerwald Manifesto. First published, 
Jan. 1, 1916.) Seconded by Finnish Branches 
North Adams and Sprinorfield, Mass. 

BY LA CROSSE, WIS.: (P.-oposing to 
amend the National Constitution by strikins 
out Article 2, Section 6. First published, 
Jan. 1, 1916). Seconded by: Bayview, Wash.; 
Spokane, Wash. ; Alexandria Co.', Va. ; Let- 
tish Br., Bronx. N. Y. 

BY ELIZABETH AND HUNTINGTON, 
W. VA. (Providing that anyone guilty of 
advocating militarism nhall be expelled from 
the party. First published, Jan. 1, 1916.) 
Seconded by: Finnish Branches of Spring- 
field and No. Adams, Mass. and Hanna, Wyo. ; 
Lettish Br.. Bronx, N. Y. 

BY LETTISH BR., MINNEAPOLIS, MINN. 
(That Charles Edw. Russell be expelled, 
from the party because of unsocialistic pro- 
paganda rCor preparedness. First published, 
Jan. 22, 1916) Seconded by: Finnish, Hoquiam, 
Wash. ; Finnish, Hanna. Wyo. : English Br., 
Minneapolis. Minn. ; Mullan, Ida. ; Lettish Br., 
Portland, Ore. 

BY ATTICA, IND. (Proposing anti-war 
planks for the national platform of 1916. 
First published, Jan. 29, 1916.) Seconded by? 
Fort. Pierce. Fla. ; Des Moines, la. ; Ottum- 
wa, la. ; Chickasha. Okla. ; Tulsa, Okla. ; 
Mullan. Ida. : Columbus, O. 

BY WICHITA, KANS. (Proposing a quar- 
terly assessment of 25c for the purpose of 
building a national headquarters and print- 
ing plant. First published, Feb. 5, 1916.) 
Seconded by : Des Moines, Ja. ; Kokomo, Ind. ; 
Canton. 111. ; Columbus, O. ; Ottumwa, la. ; 
York. Nebr. 

BY COLUMBUS. KANS. (Proposing to 
amend the National Constitution by itrikinor 
out Section 3 of Article X. First published, 
Feb. 12, 1916.) Seconded by: Wyandotte Co., 
Kans. 

NATIONAL COMMITTEE BUSINESS. 
Report on National Committee Motion No. 

"That alternative propositions be sub- 
mitted for referendum of the party member- 
ship on the question of holding or not holding 
a national convention in 1916." 

Comment. 

SINCLAIR: "I cannot see where it is 
necessary if National Referendum "C" pro- 
positions 1 and 2 carry." 

SADLER: "National Referendum having 
carried, I cannot vote." 

KATTERFELD: "It is too late to do any 
good." 

Voting Yes. 

McKee, Rjchman, Wilk, Stedman, Roewer, 
Whaley, N5wsom, Strebel, Wilkins, Reid, 
Rosson, Suitor, Total, 12. . 

Stark voted in favor of Proposition No. 2. 
Hearn and Revel ise voted in favor of Pro- 
position No. 3. 
Tiller voted in favor of Proposition No. 4. 

Voting No. 
Connolly, Robertson, Williams, Plunkett, 
Des Rocher, Kirki>atrick, Rodriguez, Wattles, 
McCrillis, Irish, Latimer, Nichols, Garver, 
Duncan, Mehrens. Goebel, Demarest, Boudin, 
Ruthenberpr, Sinclair, Hamilton, Streiff, Kat- 
terfeld, Berger. Total. 24. 

Not Voting. 
Finke, Griffiths. Norton, Clark, Brewer, 
Jones, Nuorteva, Keracher, Arlund, Hillquit, 
Lunn, LeSaeur, Holt, Maurer, Mien, Slayton, 
I Leeland, Terlisner, Ambler, Burges3, Sadler, 
j Vintzer, Seidel, Gilleard. Total, 24. 
I Motion Lost. 

I On account of the reduction 5n member- 
ship, New Jersey is entitled to only one Vote 
on the National Committee. The State Se- 
cretary of New Jersey was' notified January 
loth: of this fact, but two votes have been 
sent in. In this case, neither vote tmould be 
Timted, but they have been listed neverthe- 
less. 

Fraternally submitted, 
Walter .Lanfersiek, Executive Secretary. 

EXECUTIVE COM. CORRESPONDENCE. 

Chicago. 111., Feb. 9, 1916. 
To the Executive Committee. 

Dear Comrades : I [submit for vote of your 
committee, the following 

National Executive Committee Motion "F" 



To reach the nation's youth with the 
message of Socialism and to bring them 
into the organized . Socialist movement 
through Young People'* Socialist Leagues. 

Address all communications to: 
Socialist Party Young 1 People's Dept^ 
■03 W. Madison St., Chicago. 



Two new Leagues organized in Chicaco, 
111., making a total of seven in the city. 
Agitation for a city league is making head- 
way, and a strong organization is soon to 
take its place in the front ranks of the 
Y. P. S. L. 

Fred Krafft, lecturer, playwright, and 
author of national reputation is to lecture on 
"The Modern Drama and Modern Problems", 
illustrating his lecture with selections from 
our leading radical dramatists. This is held 
under the 'auspices of the Elizabeth (N.. J. 
Yipsels). 

The New Jersey State Committee reports 
the organization of two new leagues, in Union 
Hill and in l'erth Amboy. The committer? 
also goes on record endorsing the National 
Y. P. S. L. Proposition. 

Syracuse (N. Y.) is rapidly hitting its stride 
and will soon be in the front ranks. They 
have arranged for a big jollification, Feb. 19. 

Trenton (N. .1.) is proud of its first year's 
existence. Starting with ten members they 
now have a well-organized efficient group of 
forty in good standing. They have just hired 
a big hall as a permanent headquarters and 
expect to do big things. 

Eighteen dates so far on the National 
Y. P. S. L. Lecture Tour. Good work, yet 
there is no reason why there Bhould not be 
forty, A few are timid because they have 
small treasuries now,— yet this is one case 
where the way to make money is to upend 
money. If you don't believe it, write to the 
National Office nnd we'll tell you how. The 
tour remains open until March first nnd tho 
active, live-wire leagues are sure all to get in 
before that time. It's up to YOU, Comrade 
Yipsel hustler, to ;<ee that your league is In- 
cluded in the !ist. Get busy NOW. 

State Conventions scheduled for the cominir 
year : Indiana, at Lafayette, Sept. 2 — 4th ; 
New Jersey at Mizabeth. May 14th ; Penn- 
sylvania at Reading, April 29 — 30 ; New York 
at Buffalo, July 1- 4th. 



WANTED : A good short article entitled 
"A Yipsel's Duty to the League". To be 
written by a league member in good standing, 
anyone eligible, boy or girl, young or old. 
Conditions, no article to consist of more than 
225 words, contest to close May 1st. Priz»: 
winning article to be published in Y. P. S. L. 
Column and elsewhere, and Gold and Silver 
medals appropriately engraved. 



Fred Warren Writes: 

I HAVE just finished reading Phifer's 
"Coming Kingdom." This book was 
printed five years ago by my associate, 
and I feel like offering him nn npology 
for not having read it before. In the fight 
of what is now happening thruout the 
world, this book is little short of a pro- 
phecy — a forecast of what has. happened 
from the time it was printed to the 
present. Whether what Phlfer says is ?et 
to happen, I of course do not know. I was 
just as skeptical about his views fire years 
ago, as I am about his forecast for the 
future. But the record is clear up to this 
time, and if he could, five years ago. r« 
accurately predict the course of political 
ind industrial events, I guess he is en- 
titled to a pretty careful reading by the 
Socialists now. Any way, take my Word 
for it, you will not regret the investment 
in the book, and its careful reading may 
give you a new viewpoint and bring hope 
and cheer to your heart. At best the out- 
look is gloomy — but here is a book that 
points out the good that ia to come from 
the present chaos. You may not agree with 
Phifer, just as I did not agree with him 
five years ago, but the logic of events is 
forcing many of us to change our views 
as to how the next great change will be 
made. — FRED D. WARREN, Girard, Kans. 



The Coming Kingdom is a 300 
page book, in 19 "books" and 90 
chapters. The original price was 
$1. It will be sent prepaid for half 
price, fifty cents, if ordered thru 
the 

NATIONAL OFFICE, SOCIALIST 
PARTY, 803 W. MADISON ST., 
CHICAGO, ILL. 



A Brief Compilation 

of the 

Industrial Commission Report. 



This compilation is in vest 
pocket form and contains extracts 
from the report of the Commis- 
sion. These extracts were made 
•by Fred Warren. The booklet is 
issued by the People's College. 

The report of this Commission 
,is one of the most stunning 
idocuments ever issued by the 
United States Government and the 
gist of it should be in the posses- 
sion of every socialist. For the 
small sum of 10c ihis compilation 
can be secured, and no one should 
be without it. Copies may be 
ordered from the Socialist Party, 
803 W. Madison St., Chicago, III. 



If every person who claims to be a 
Socialist, would join the party, the 
work could bo divided and nobody 
would get tired. 



Meyer London's Speeoh 
In Franked Envelopes. 

ARRANGEMENTS have been made to print Meyer Lon- 
don's; first speech in Congress. If you want to send this 
speech to your friends, send $2 to the National Office, Socialist 
Party, and one thousand will be sent you. These will come in 
franked government envelopes on which you need pay no 
postage, and which can be sent anywhere in the United States. 

Order immediately as the subject matter of the speech 
is of particular interest just now. In his speech Comrade Lon- 
don has proposed what is considered the. best means of secur- 
ing Peace, and at least a million copies of this document should 
be distributed. 

TWO DOLLARS PER THOUSAND 

SOCIALIST PARTY, 803 W. MADISON ST., CHICAGO. 



